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The new year 5772 will begin Wednes-
day evening September 28.  The opti-
mistic Jewish attitude is to believe that 
the bad things of the past can be swept 
away by the onset of the New Year.  We 
believe that everything can change for 
the better. 
 
Yes, yes.  But some things never change 
for the better and I deem it prudent that 
we know what those things are.   
 
Take a look at "The Neoconservative 
Persuasion: Selected Essays" by the 
late Irving Kristol.   From that excellent 
book I present to you one thing that 
never changes -- Arab opposition to a 
Jewish state. 
 
This is Kristol writing in 1973, after the 
Yom Kippur War: "Many of my Israeli 
friends could not confront the fact that 
the Arab nations do not accept, and will 
not in the foreseeable future accept the 
existence of a non-Arab nation in 'their' 
Middle East.  The most they will con-
cede is the survival of a limited Jewish 
community in a bi-national Palestine 
which would be part of the Arab 
world." 
 
On the one hand, let's note that a few 
years after Kristol wrote those lines An-
war Sadat went to Jerusalem and a 
peace treaty ensued between Israel and 
Egypt.  A few years later, Israel and Jor-
dan came to a similar accord.  Strictly 
speaking, we might say that Kristol 
erred. 
 
But to whatever degree he was wrong in 
the smaller sense, he was absolutely cor-
rect in the larger picture.   
 
This month the Palestinians might ask 
the United Nations to grant them state-
hood unilaterally.  Recognition by the 
international body means that the Pales-
tinians don't have to negotiate with Is-
rael nor recognize Israel nor make peace 

with Israel.  If the world acclaims their 
status as a state, why should they bother 
talking at all with the intransigent Jews 
in their neighborhood?   
 
Hamas holds that Israel is a completely 
illegitimate 'entity,' and it's not at all 
clear that the Palestine Authority dis-
agrees.  They most emphatically do not 
accept a Jewish state in "their" Middle 
East.   
 
And so the passing of almost four dec-
ades leaves Israel as marginalized and 
unaccepted as when Kristol wrote those 
words.   
 
Irving Kristol couldn’t have foreseen 
the “Arab spring.”  Today, we wonder 
whether Egypt's citizenry to any degree 
at all approve of a peace treaty with Is-
rael.  Moreover, Kristol couldn't have 
foreseen Iranian nuclear power.  We 
Jews emphasize hope each New Year --  
but what is the hope that Iran will 
downgrade rather than intensify its nu-
clear ambitions in 5772?   
 
On the threshold of a new year we have 
to accentuate all that is positive.    Still, 
we must be realists. Whoever predicts 
that the Arabs won't accept Israel will 
always be proven right.  In conse-
quence, we American Jews must remain 
strong in our support for Israel.  Thank 
God that we have Evangelical Chris-
tians on our side!  But we must rely on 
ourselves.  In the new year, let us make 
support of Israel our number one prior-
ity! 
 

RABBI’S  MESSAGE 
What WON'T Change in the New Year  

Rabbi Stephen Listfield 

http://www.amazon.com/Neoconservative-Persuasion-Selected-Essays-1942-2009/dp/B005B1E6WG/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1312830587&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Neoconservative-Persuasion-Selected-Essays-1942-2009/dp/B005B1E6WG/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1312830587&sr=1-1
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Shabbat and Minyan Calendar 
 
Weeknight Ma’ariv    8:00 p.m. 
Sunday Morning Minyan    9:00 a.m. 
 

September 2-3 
Candle Lighting     7:07 p.m. 
Services               8:00 p.m. 
Saturday Morning    9:30 a.m. 
Jr. Congregation                10:30 a.m. 
Mincha/Ma’ariv                12:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Ends     8:15 p.m. 
 

September 9-10 
Candle Lighting     6:56 p.m. 
Kaballat Shabbat    8:00 p.m. 
Saturday Morning     9:30 a.m. 
Jr. Congregation                10:30 a.m. 
Mincha/Ma’ariv                12:30 p.m.  
Shabbat Ends     8:04 p.m. 
 

September 16-17 
Candle Lighting     6:44 p.m. 
Birthday & Anniversary Shabbat   8:00 p.m. 
Saturday Morning      9:30 a.m. 
Jr. Congregation                10:30 a.m. 
Mincha/Ma’ariv                12:30 p.m.  
Shabbat Ends     7:52 p.m. 
 

September 23-24 
Candle Lighting     6:32 p.m. 
Kabbalat Shabbat    8:00 p.m. 
Saturday Morning     9:30 a.m. 
Jr. Congregation                10:30 a.m. 
Mincha/Ma’ariv                12:30 p.m.  
Shabbat Ends     7:40 p.m.. 
 
September 30-October 1 
Candle Lighting     6:20 p.m. 
Rosh Hashanah Day 2    9:00 a.m.  
Evening service     6:30 p.m. 
Saturday Morning    9:30 a.m. 
Jr. Congregation    10:30 a.m. 
Mincha/Ma’ariv    12:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Ends     7:29 p.m. 
 
 
High Holy Days schedule on page 15 

 
CONGREGATION BETH-EL 

 
Rabbi…………….Stephen Listfield 
Presidium………...Neil Geschwind, Helen Katz, Dr. Steven Nachbar 
Sisterhood………..Linda Abrams, Edith Tishler 
  

 
SHOFAR DEADLINE: All articles are due by the 10th of the month.  

 

If you have any ideas, an interesting article or good news, e-mail it to  
shofar@beth-el-massapequa.org 

Submission of an article does not  guarantee publication.  
All submissions may be edited. 

 
 516.541.0740 • www.beth-el-massapequa.org • office@beth-el-massapequa.org 

Monthly Meetings 
EXECUTIVE BOARD            BOARD                          CONGREGATION 

7:00 p.m.          8:00 p.m.          8:00 p.m. 

Wed., Sept. 14, 2011        Thurs., Sept.15, 2011 

Wed., Oct. 5, 2011        Thurs., Oct. 27, 2011 

Wed., Nov. 9, 2011        Thurs., Nov. 17, 2011   

Wed., Dec. 14, 2011        Thurs., Dec. 15, 2011           Thurs., Dec. 15, 2011 

Wed., Jan. 11, 2012        Thurs., Jan. 19, 2012 

Wed., Feb. 8, 2012        Thurs., Feb. 16, 2012    

Wed., Mar. 14, 2012        Thurs., Mar. 15, 2012           Thurs., Mar. 15, 2012 

Wed., Apr. 11, 2012        Thurs., Apr. 26, 2012           Thurs., Apr. 26, 2012 

Wed., May 9, 2012        Thur., May 17, 2012 

Wed., June 13, 2012        Thurs., June 21, 2012           Thurs., June 21, 2012 

 

Meetings take place following minyan at 8:00 p.m. unless otherwise noted. Dates are subject to 
change. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Visit our Web site 
www.beth-el-massapequa.org  

 
 

Beth-El E-Mail Addresses 
office@beth-el-massapequa.org 
shofar@beth-el-massapequa.org 

  

Send Us Your E-Mail Address 
Does the office have your e-mail address for important  

communications?  Don’t  miss  out! 
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Baruchim Ha’baim, Welcome to a new year at Congregation 
Beth-El! 

Each month in our article for the Shofar, we will do our best 
to keep you informed of what is happening in our congrega-
tion.  In between issues, check our up-to-date website.  Vikki 
Finkelman and her committee are working hard to keep the 
site current and full of information about all of the wonder-
ful programs and happenings at Congregation Beth-El. 
 

As your newly elected Presidium, we thank the Congregation 
for putting your trust in us, in our Executive officers and 
chair people; we will help lead our Congregation family in 
our continuing efforts to remodel ourselves and ensure a 
strong future for Beth-El.  We cannot do it alone!  We need 
each congregant to actively participate in the process of re-
shaping our congregation and hence our future.  Please do 
not leave it to the officers and board members alone to 
make unilateral decisions about the proper direction for our 
Congregation.  Each member has an important stake in this 
process!  Your opinion DOES matter! 
 

We are now in the Jewish month of Elul, a time of year 
when Jews stop and take stock of their lives and all that has 
occurred during the past year; and begin to plan for their 
actions for the coming year.  This process is a mirror image 
of the first phase of our administration’s two-year plan for 
moving forward.  During year one, we will be asking you to 
help us take stock of where we are through surveys, town 
meetings, e-mails and discussions.  We need to hear from 
you! 
 

Before we turn around Rosh Hashanah will be upon us.  We 
will gather together to ask G-d to listen to our prayers and 
inscribe us in the Book of Life for the coming year.  Did you 
ever stop and wonder why we pray as a group instead of just 
staying home and praying as individuals?  We do this so that 
we can help each other.  We can help counter any weakness 
we may personally have by combining our prayers with oth-
ers.  The same holds true for ours strength.  By combining 
our positive traits and actions we can build a stronger case to 

present.  This group action mirrors part two of our plan.  To 
listen, we mean really listen, to each congregant that chooses 
to be heard.  Between us we have six ears – no waiting!  We 
want to hear about the weaknesses that need to be addressed 
and the strengths that need to be expanded upon. We would 
like to be able to call upon all of your strengths, as well, to 
assist us in the process. In a nutshell, we want to be known 
as the administration that really listens to our congregants 
and follows through on the best of the ideas presented.  This 
means that it is incumbent on each of you to voice your 
opinion and participate in the process!  No, we will not be 
able to implement every individual idea of each individual 
congregant.  What we will do is implement the ideas set for 
by the majority of congregants.  Do not just sit on your 
hands and complain – join with us to make Congregation 
Beth-El a place were everyone feels welcome.  Join us as we 
reach out to the unaffiliated or to those who were members 
at one time and are not members now.  Join us as we figure 
out what direction our congregation will take for the future. 
 

During this first year of our administration we plan to listen 
and gather information from as many people as we possibly 
can reach.  We will then collate the ideas and direction that 
the majority of congregants would like to see implemented.  
Everyone will have ample time to join in this process as we 
develop our mission statement. 
 

During the second year we will form a search committee to 
find a Rabbi to join our team and help lead us in the new 
vision we established with your input from year one. 
 

Remember – we are here, we are open, we are functioning, 
and with your help we will grow stronger each day!  Get in-
volved in your congregation. 
 

From our families to yours we wish you a Sweet, Happy and 
Healthy New Year! 
 

L’hitraot, 

Neil, Helen and Steve 

PRESIDENTS’  POST            
 

Neil Geschwind 
Helen Katz 
Dr. Steven Nachbar 

   

Building Restoration Fund 
We have CBE Tzedakkah boxes available in the office.  Monies collected from this will be used to help restore our building.  
Our building needs a lot of work – new windows (help to reduce our oil costs in the winter), lobby, bathrooms, kitchen, just 
to name a few.  Please help. 

If you have any question please call Helen Katz at 631-226-3493. 
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ONEG OR KIDDUSH LUNCHEON 
Jody & Metin Goklevent in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of their 
daughter, Sarah 

Parents of the Hebrew School in honor of the moving up 
and graduation of their children: Eric Dolinger, Samantha 
Ganzekaufer, Alex Mukamal, Jared Mukamal, Alex Smoller, 
Brian Minowitz, Adam Mosca, Jacob Dolinger, & Sarah Gok-
levent 

Ellen & Harold Lefkowitz in honor of the occasion their 
daughter, Lauren chanting the Haftarah 

Barbara & Jesse Cohen in  honor  of  Jesse’s  Birthday,  and  
Sarina & Neil Geschwind in  honor  of  Sarina’s  Birthday,  and  
Marlene & Arthur Hecht in honor of their Anniversary 

Debbie & Steven Dolinger in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of 
their son, Jacob 

Melody & Glen Nelson in  memory  of  Melody’s  father,   

Edward Lewis 

Barbara & Stanley Prushik in honor of the birth of their 
grandson, Dan Lev Prushik 

Phyllis & Fred Cohen and Roberta & Fred Simanoff in 
honor of their Anniversaries 

Mary & Leon Schwartz in honor of their Anniversary  

GENERAL FUND 
Lenore Kirschenbaum in honor of a speedy recovery for 
Phyllis Newman 

Robin & Ira Faber in honor of her completion of her term as 
president  of  BQLI  region  of  Women’s  League,  in  honor  of  
Bernice Slutzman receiving Woman of Achievement Award, 
and in memory of Evelyn Leibowitz 

Beryl Newman in honor of a speedy recovery for Phyllis 
Newman 

Marilyn & Martin Schwartz in  honor  of  Sarah  Goklevent’s  
Bat Mitzvah 

Gail & Daniel Halpern in honor of the birth of Eileen & Les 
Scherer’s  grandson 

Joanne & Michael Schwartz in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of 
Rosemary  &  Stanley  Gensler’s  grandson,  Zachary 

Lenore Kirschenbaum in honor of the birth Bernice Slutz-
man’s  grandchild,  and  in  memory  of  Florence  Finkelman 

Rosemary & Stanley Gensler in memory of  Florence 
Finkelman 

Steven Hyman in memory of Florence Finkelman 

Roberta & Edward Goldfarb in memory of Florence Finkel-
man 

WITH HEARTFELT THANK$ 
We deeply appreciate and thank these members for your recent generosity.  

Iris & Samuel Astrof in memory of Florence Finkelman 

Resa & Arnold Hauptman in honor the Bar Mitzvah of Rose-
mary  &  Stanley  Gensler’s  grandson,  Zachary,  in  honor  of  a  
speedy recovery for Phyllis Newman, in memory of Florence 
Finkelman, and Sarah Bronner 

Roberta & Fred Simanoff in memory of Florence Finkelman 

Carol & Robert Hirst in appreciation 

Helen Katz in memory of Florence Finkelman and  Harriett 
Smith 

Barbara & Jesse Cohen in memory of Florence Finkelman 
and Harriett Smith 

Iris & Samuel Astrof in memory of Harriett Smith 

Marilyn & Martin Schwartz in memory of Harriett Smith 

Ellen & Harold Lefkowitz in memory of Florence Finkelman 
and Harriett Smith 

Carol & Robert Hirst in memory of Florence Finkelman and 
Harritett Smith 

Rivanna Hyman in memory of Florence Finkelman and Harriett 
Smith and in honor of Allan Hausman, Joseph Mukamal, and 
Rabbi Steven Listfield with thanks 

Phyllis & Fred Cohen in honor of a speedy recovery for Irwin 
Katz, and in memory of Sandy Milgrim and Harriett Smith 

Robin & Ira Faber in memory of Florence Finkelman and 
Harriett Smith 

Rebekah & Marc Miller in memory of Florence Finkelman and 
Harriett Smith 

Ellen & Bert Zipkin in memory of Florence Finkelman and 
Harriett Smith 

Evelyn Star in memory of Milton Star and Benjamin Coleman 

Roberta & Murray Ackerman in honor of a speedy recovery 
for Avrum Bloomstone 

Iris & Samuel Astrof in  honor  of  the  birth  Evelyn  Star’s  great  
grandson, Dan Lev, and in honor of a speedy recovery for 
Avrum Bloomstone 

Lee & Irving Trelin in appreciation for Aliyahs 

Roberta & Murray Ackerman in memory of Harriett Smith, and 
in gratitude for a positive outcome following recent surgery 

Roberta & Edward Goldfarb in honor of a speedy recovery for 
Avrum Bloomstone 

Resa & Arnold Hauptman in honor of a speedy recovery for 
Avrum  Bloomstone,  in  honor  of  the  marriage  of  Maxine  Golub’s  
son, Greg, and in memory of Harriett Smith, Sandy Milgrim and 
Isadore Saperstein 

Sidney Margolis in memory of Florence Finkelman and in 
honor of a speedy recovery for Avrum Bloomstone 

 

                                           Donations  continued  on  page  6………. 
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PROGRAMS & HAZAK 
 

PROGRAMS 
Carol Hirst and Resa Hauptman, Co-Chairs 

    On Friday August 12, we had our annual Summer 
Open House BBQ.  At the event we had about 45 peo-
ple who enjoyed turkey and beef burgers, franks and 
veggie burgers.  All of the vittles were grown on our 
own  “north  40”.    Well,  we  cooked  them,  anyway!  
Thanks to our chefs Arnie Hauptman and Harvey Fleck. 

     Continuing  our  tradition,  we  used  the  “Out  and  
About  Shabbat”  prayer  booklets  and  sang  with  the  ac-­
companiment of our talented musical congregants.   

     Last year we saw many well attended programs and 
hope this year will be as successful. 

Upcoming Events: 

DINNER IN THE HUT on October 14, 2011 

MOVIE NIGHT on November 6, 2011 

Hope to see all of you! 

 

HAZAK 
Hazak Committee:  Jackie, Marty, Resa, Harriet, Efrom, 
Minna, Arline 
 

     Hazak has several exciting functions planned for the 
2011/2012 year.  We have a welcome back breakfast 
planned for Oct. 31st, a Chinese auction in February 
and a walking tour in April.  If you haven't been to one 
of our functions, try us!  We think you'll have fun.   

     L'Shana Tova 

SISTERHOOD HAPPENINGS 
Linda Abrams and Edie Tishler, Co-Presidents 

 
Sisterhood Is Waiting For You To Join Us  

    Sisterhood welcomes all women of Congregation Beth-El 
to join us for a year of interesting and fun activities. We have 
already started off the year with a garage sale on August 21, 
and thank all of the women who participated. In addition, 
Sisterhood has sponsored a facelift in the women’s bath-
room. If you haven’t gone in lately, please do. Some of this 
year’s activities include our kick off Sunday Brunch in the 
Sukkah on October 16, Paid Up Membership Dinner on 
November 16 and Sisterhood Shabbat on March 9. Our 
book review was so successful last year that we are planning 
two for this year. We will also be participating in two area 
wide cultural events in the winter and spring with Sister-
hoods from neighboring synagogues.  

   Please join us. Don’t be left out of all the fun and fellow-
ship. 

_______________________________________________ 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

NEW YEARS EVE PARTY 
 

 

 
 
 
Watch your mail for details! 

Wishing you a Good New Year 
    

   Judaism thinks along lines such as this: "Man possesses a 
body and а soul. And just as there is material poverty (in 
food, clothing and shelter), so there is spiritual poverty, 
where the deficiency is in spiritual things: knowledge of 
the Torah, the observance of the Mitzvot."  
 

   Material challenges are difficult enough.  But we can do 
something about our spiritual challenges.  Let us all make 
5772 a year filled with study of Torah and the observance of 
the mitzvot.  Spiritually, we can make 5772 a wonderful year 
and I am determined to help us do it!   

 

Shanah tovah u-metukah,  

Stephen Listfield 

FUNDRAISING 
Join us at a holiday boutique on Sunday, December 11, 2011 
where you can buy gift items from vendors.  

Fran Russo, chairperson  
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Dear Parents and Students, 
 

    Well it that time of year again.  It 
always seems that summer just flies 
by.  Hope everyone had a great sum-
mer.  Hebrew school starts on Thurs-
day September 8, 2011.  We are look-
ing forward to another fun and fulfilling 
year.    This  school  year’s  family  pro-­
grams will be Sunday, September 18, 
2011, December 18, 2011, February 5, 
2012, and May 20, 2012.  Our first 
Board of Education meeting will be 
held on Tuesday September 13, 2011 
at 6:30pm. 

Youth Education 
Steven Dolinger and Howard Talsky 

DONATIONS CONTINUED... 

PRAYER BOOK FUND 
Barbara & Leonard Ringel in memory of Florence Finkelman 

Roberta & Fred Simanoff in memory of Sandy Milgrim 

 

RABBI’S    DISCRETIONARY  FUND 
Hope Closter in memory of Bernard Heldman 

Barbara & Harvey Wiener in memory of Frieda & Jack Wiener 

 

ALIX RUBINGER KOSHER FOOD PANTRY 
Lenore Kirschenbaum 

Clergy Council of Massapequa 

Merrick Jewish Center 

Solomon Schechter Day School 

Terry & Jeffrey Fields 

Temple Beth-El of Bellmore 

 

Many thanks to all who donated groceries. 
 

A donation to CBE can be made by check or online at  
www.beth-el-massapequa.org/fundraising/synagogue-funds  

Dedicate a Prayer Book: $36 

Dedicate a Chumash: $100 

 

Mazel tov to Rivanna 
Hyman on her son 
Todd’s  recent  mar-­
riage. 
 

Congratulations to 
Vikki Finkelman on 
her  son  Brian’s  en-­
gagement. 

 

Bon Voyage and Good Luck to Sandi Katz as 
she  begins  her  Israel  adventure!    We’ll  miss  
you, Sandi! 

 

This space is for your good news.  
Share it with all of us! Send it to:  
shofar@beth-el-massapequa.org 

Member Mazel Tov! 

Remember the Alix Rubinger  
Kosher Food Pantry 

Many people in our area are struggling to 
make ends meet. 

 

Please donate kosher dry and  
canned goods. 

 
 

Items particularly needed: tuna, vegetables, fruit, 
peanut butter, rice, cereal, oil, sugar, flour, pasta 

Cans should be small size (not industrial) 
OR MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO  

CONGREGATION BETH-EL  
DESIGNATED FOR THE FOOD PANTRY 
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BETH-EL SUMMER BBQ 
Photos by Marty Schwartz and Vikki Finkelman 
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Refluah shelamah to Michael Schwartz, 
George Greenfield, Roz Dunkel, Rachel 
Grabovsky, Evelyn Star, Marilyn Finger, 
Fran Liebow, Arthur Zweibach,  Jody Gok-
levent, Gayle Geschwind, and all those 
who are ill. May they only know health 
and happiness. 
 

�5�·�I�D�K�D�L�Q�X�� �$�G�R�Q�D�L�� �Y�Q�D�H�U�D�I�D�\���� �K�R�V�K�H�D�\�Q�X�� �Y�·�Q�H�Y�D�V�K�D�\�D�K�� �N�H�\��
�W�·�K�H�O�D�W�D�\�Q�X�� �D�W�D�K���� �9�·�K�D-�D�K�O�D�\�� �U�·�I�X�D�K�� �V�K�O�D�\�P�D�K�� �O�·�F�K�R�O�� �P�D�F�R��
taynu. 
 

Please let us know if you or a loved one is ill and 
would like it to go in the Shofar (full English names 
only). You may also add the Hebrew name to the 
misheberach list recited on Shabbat. Call the syna-
gogue office at  516-541-0740  or e-mail office@beth-
el-massapequa.org.  

misheberach 

1-2 

Phyllis Cohen 
 

3-4 

Fran Liebow 

Alfred Mindlin 
 

4-5 

Shirley Hershkowitz 

Steven Dolinger 

Helene Chu 
 

5-6 

Leonard Ringel 
 

6-7 

Shlomo Mordechai –Strongin 
 

7-8 

Maxine Golub 
 

8-9 

Fran Rosen 

Sheldon Spitz 
 

9-10 

Lenore Kirschenbaum 
 

10-11 

Pauline Marcus 

Audrey Raskin 
 

11-12 

Louis Jaffe 
 

12-13 

Fred Simanoff 
 

13-14 

Gerald Brynien 

Allen Cohen 
 

14-15 

Fred Closter 

15-16 

Eileen Scherer 

16-17 

Terry Putterman 
 

17-18 

Jack Weinstein 
 

19-20 

Joseph Greenfield 
 

20-21 

Gary Cantor 

Eileen Scherer 
 

21-22 

Sylvia Katz 

Susan Gardner 
 

22-23 

Jody Goklevent 
 

23-24 

Evelyn Star 

Jack Russo 

Shirley Hershkowitz 
 

24-25 

Pauline Marcus 
 

25-26 

Paul Selden 

William Levine 
 

26-27 

Roslyn Kroll 
 

27-28 

Allen Cohen 
 

28-29 

Michael Winnick 
 

30-Oct. 1 

Amnon Tishler 

Eileen Scherer 

SEPTEMBER YAHRZEITS 
 

The following members will be observing yahrzeit for their loved ones this month.  
Please help them ensure there is a minyan so their prayers can be said. 

Order Personalized Yahrtzeit Candles  
 

$5.00 each 
 

Get an order form from the office, find one in the  
synagogue lobby or download it online. 

Please provide at least two weeks notice for  
personalization. You will be called by the office when  
your candle is ready for pick-up. 

 
 

 

mailto:congbethelny@aol.com
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PARASHAT SHOFTIM 
September 3, 2011 – 4 Elul 5771 

In its most famous verse, parashat Shoftim provides its own syn-
opsis: “Justice, justice, shall you pursue.” Judges of reliable charac-
ter are to be appointed for all Israelite jurisdictions. The godliness 
of administering justice is contrasted with three prohibited idola-
trous and misguided cultic practices: the use of sacred posts, idola-
trous stone pillars, and the sacrifice of blemished animals. Simi-
larly, cases of apostasy are to be thoroughly investigated. This im-
perative provides the original context for a general principle of 
biblical law: no uncorroborated testimony is to be accepted. Only 
the testimony of two or more witnesses may be treated as disposi-
tive. Major cases are brought “before the levitical priests, or the 
magistrate in charge at the time.” The verdict of this high court is 
to be carried out in its every detail. Undermining justice by disre-
garding the verdict is itself a capital crime. “Thus you will sweep 
out evil from Israel: all the people will hear and be afraid and will 
not act presumptuously again.” 

The appointment of an Israelite king is permitted within carefully 
prescribed legal parameters. The king must be an Israelite, not a 
foreigner. He may not amass untoward wealth – in particular he 
may not acquire an unreasonable number of horses – nor may he 
marry many wives. The king, too, is subject to the law: he must 
write (or, some say, commission) a scroll of God’s law, to be kept 
with him throughout his reign. The levitical priests, too, are de-
fined by both perquisites and restrictions. They have no territorial 
inheritance among the tribes, but they are provided for through 
sacrificial offerings and related emoluments. 

A variety of abhorrent and idolatrous practices, attributed to Ca-
naan’s indigenous population, are forbidden the Israelites: child 
sacrifice, witchcraft and sorcery in its various forms, and necro-
mancy – inquiring of the dead. Unlike the practitioners of these 
banned activities, Israel must be “wholehearted” in its service and 
worship of God. The religious duty to heed the words of God’s 
prophets is prescribed, as is the analogous commandment to iden-
tify and eschew the false prophet. 

The distinction between unintentional homicide (manslaughter 
without malice aforethought) and premeditated murder is central 
to Israelite criminal law, and cities of refuge are to be provided for 
hapless perpetrators of manslaughter. This is necessary because of 
the institution of blood vengeance by a relative of the victim – 
even though manslaughter carried no death penalty, bereaved fam-
ily members would summarily and with impunity kill anyone re-
sponsible for a loved one’s death. Premeditated murder, however, 
is punishable by death. 

False witnesses are subject to the penalty that would have befallen 
the accused, in both capital and noncapital cases. The prohibition 
against moving a neighbor’s property markers is an analogous safe-

guard against people who would deprive others of their legal rights 
and immunities. 

PARASHAT KI TETZE 
September 10, 2011– 4 Elul 5771 

Sefer Ha-Chinuch counts 74 individual mitzvot in Parashat Ki 
Tetzei, though that number is disputed more than such counts in 
any other Torah portion. Among the commandments and legal 
categories addressed are the following: the treatment of women 
taken captive in time of war; the immutability of the birthright; the 
draconian treatment of the “stubborn and rebellious son”;; judicial 
hangings; the return of lost property; the obligation to assist the 
owner of an animal that has fallen under its burden; the prohibi-
tion against wearing clothing that is intended for the opposite sex 
and characteristic of it; the commandment to chase off a mother 
bird before taking its eggs or its young and the reward for fulfilling 
this imperative; the requirement to build a parapet on your roof 
and to remove analogous safety hazards from your property; the 
prohibitions against sowing a vineyard with diverse species, plow-
ing with an ox and ass yoked together, and shaatnez (wearing gar-
ments in which wool and linen are combined); the commandment 
to wear fringes; laws about slander; the procedure followed when a 
newlywed husband alleges his wife was not a virgin as claimed and 
the consequences of such claims, whether they are unfounded or 
accurate; the legal ramifications of adultery and rape and a variety 
of marital restrictions; conduct and sanitation in a military camp 
(“keeping the camp holy” would later be expanded into a general 
mandate to establish worthy communities); the treatment to be 
accorded an escaped slave; sexual conduct deemed immoral and 
therefore prohibited; the prohibition against usury; mandates 
about vows; the legal parameters guiding someone working in a 
vineyard or field of crops; the fundamental laws of divorce; the 
special obligations and military exemption attending the first year 
of marriage; the securing of a debt; the legal treatment of kidnap-
ping; the authority of priests in cases of leprosy; the command-
ment to remember God’s punishment of Miriam after to her ill-
advised criticism of Moses; the fair treatment of laborers and the 
obligation to provide prompt payment of workers. Fundamental 
legal principles are addressed: individual responsibility and the 
principle that people are punished only for their own sins, not the 
sin of their parents or children; the obligation to deal justly with 
the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow. The obligation to pro-
vide justice for society’s most vulnerable finds specific expression 
in the requirement to leave forgotten sheaves and gleanings for the 
desperate poor. A maximum of forty lashes is established in cases 
of judicial flogging. Concern for animals is given expression 
through the prohibition against muzzling a plow animal at work, 
keeping it from eating. The law of levirate marriage and its circum-
vention by the ritual of chalitzah is introduced. Harsh conse-
quences are provided in the case of a woman who violently inter-
venes in her husband’s physical altercation with another man (as 
the King James Version euphemistically puts it, she “taketh” the 
antagonist “by the secrets”). Scripture prescribes amputation of 

Payrushay HaParashah       
COMMENTS ON THE TORAH READING 

Continued on next page 
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Payrushay HaParashah       
Continued from page 9 

her hand – the only penal mutilation in the Torah, not surprisingly 
commuted to a punitive fine in rabbinic law. The requirement of 
honest weights and measures, and the more general principle of 
integrity in commerce are detailed. The parashah concludes with 
the requirement to “remember what Amalek did” – that bellicose 
nation’s merciless attack on the weakest parts of the Israelite camp. 
Israel is to “blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven.” 
These final verses are read as the eponymic maftir aliyah on Shab-
bat Zachor, just before Purim. 

PARASHAT KI TAVO 
September 17, 2011 – 18 Elul 5771 

The Israelites are commanded to present the first fruits of their 
produce to the Priest at God’s chosen shrine. The worshipper is 
then to recite a declaration familiar to modern Jews from the Pass-
over Haggadah: “Arami oved avi… My ancestor was a wandering 
Aramean…” This recitation of Israelite origins represents the very 
first scripted liturgy for Jewish worship and reflects our liturgy’s 
emphasis on historical experience. A prescribed verbal declaration, 
including a request for God’s blessing (“from your holy abode, 
from heaven”) similarly accompanies the tithe that Israelites pro-
vide for the support of Levites and strangers, widows and orphans. 

When they will cross the Jordan to enter the Promised Land, Israel 
is commanded to erect stone pillars, coated with plaster, on which 
God’s laws are to be inscribed. These steles are to be dedicated 
with sacrifices to be offered on an altar of unhewn stone that the 
Israelites are instructed to build on Mount Ebal. 

Israel prepares for the recitation of blessings and curses. (The cere-
monious presentation was prescribed earlier, in parashat Re’eh.) 
The tribes of Shimon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph, and Benjamin 
are assigned to Mount Gerezim for the blessing; Reuben, Gad, 
Asher, Zevulun, Dan, and Naphtali are to be present on Mount 
Ebal for the curses. Twelve specific sins (some would say, eleven 
specific sins and a final, generalized description of sin) are detailed, 
identified as worthy of being cursed, and individually acknowl-
edged as such by a collective, national “Amen.” Offenses of cultic, 
sexual, moral, and violent character are included among these exe-
crable sins. 

Blessings for compliance with God’s commandments are given: 
“Blessed shall you be in the city and blessed shall you be in the 
country, Blessed shall be the issue of your womb. The Lord will 
make you the head, not the tail.” (This last blessing customarily is 
repeated on Rosh Hashanah eve.) These are followed by a further 
statement of largely parallel curses for Israelite disobedience to 
God: “Cursed shall you be in the city and cursed shall you be in 
the country. Cursed shall be the issue of your womb.” Thi passage, 
called the tochechah exhortation, includes particularly vile curses: 
“Your carcasses shall become food for all the birds of the sky. The 

Lord will strike you with the Egyptian inflammation, with hemor-
rhoids, boil scars. madness, blindness, and dismay.” Remarkably, 
the Torah reader customarily substitutes prescribed euphemism 
for the harshest of the Hebrew terms! So feared was this scriptural 
passage, nevertheless, that some communities have a history of 
skipping the section entirely. Others have required the Torah 
reader or shamas to accept this aliyah as a condition of employ-
ment. Still others, instead of assigning so unseemly a text as a To-
rah “honor,” simply announced “Yaamod mi she-yirtzeh” – “Let 
whoever wants it come forward!” In any case, it is common to 
read these verses quickly and quietly, dispensing with so unpleas-
ant a text with all possible dispatch. 

PARASHAT NITZAVIM-VAYELEKH 
September 24, 2011 – 25 Elul 5771 

Parashat Nitzavim opens with the entire Israelite nation present at 
the ratification of the covenant with God: Israel is to be God’s 
people, the Lord Israel’s God. The covenant is accepted as binding 
on “those who are not with us here this day” – that is, it is binding 
also on future generations. Severe sanctions are pronounced 
against any who would contemplate excluding themselves from the 
covenanted community by neglecting its terms. Moses dramatically 
concludes these admonitions by saying that hidden sins will be 
redressed by God directly, while overt violations will be dealt with 
by the community, whose members would keep each other ac-
countable for their collective covenantal responsibility. 

A counterpoint to Moses’ dire hortatory is provided in the pros-
pect of divine forgiveness and redemption, favor and restoration, 
both spiritual and material, that awaits those Israelites – and the 
nation as whole – who, although erring, return to God and the 
covenantal mission. 

The first of the day’s two Torah portions ends with the assurance 
that the terms of God’s instruction are accessible. No intercessor 
is required, and fidelity to God’s plan and covenant is a matter of 
free will. Israel is adjured to “choose life” through submission to 
the divine will, to embrace the covenant, to choose the path to 
God’s  blessing. 

Vayelech begins with Moses, ever the visionary leader, preparing 
his people for national continuity after his death. The Israelites 
need not fear – God will champion their cause. Joshua will assume 
national leadership. God reveals, though, that Israel will go astray 
after Moses’ death. Moses writes down God’s “teaching” – most 
likely that is the Deuteronomic law – which he delivers to the 
levitical priests. They are instructed to read the “teaching” to the 
assembled people Israel every seven years during Sukkot. This will 
serve to reintroduce future generations, who, unlike the generation 
of the Exodus, did not experience God’s redemption and miracles 
personally. This will allow them to learn devotion to God and to 
embrace the covenant anew. 
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Under Supervision of Rev Benyomim Mandel 
 

Smoked Fish Package 
Whitefish  Fillet  ●  Sliced  Baked  Salmon 

Sable  ●  Nova  Lox 
Egg  Salad  ●  Tuna  Salad 
Herring in Wine Sauce 

Cream  Cheese  ●  Scallion  Cream  Cheese 
Sliced Onions, Tomato and Cucumber  

 Assorted  Bagels  ●    Challah  Rolls  ●    Bialys 

 $15.99 Per Person 
516-809-7800 

2225 Jerusalem Avenue, Merrick 

Sponsor Shabbat Lunch, 
Friday Night Oneg or 

Sunday Breakfast Minyan 
 

Do you have an upcoming simcha? A 
birthday? An anniversary? Honoring a 
loved one? Commemorate the event by 
sponsoring a kiddush or oneg and 
share your joy with the Beth-El family.  
NEW!! Enjoy breakfast on Sunday 
mornings. Sponsors welcome.  

 
Get together with 
friends and co-
sponsor an oneg 
or kiddush. 

 
Call the office for  

details at:  
541-0740 

 

YOU MUST THINK OF THAT TIME NOW 
 

We  don’t  like  to  think  of  it,  nor  do  we  like  to  talk  
of it, but every man and woman must consider 
the inevitable: death and burial. To procrastinate 
is to burden loved ones with concerns one can 
take care of now. To put off the purchase of 
graves for tomorrow is to add costs at the time 
of burial. Congregation Beth-El has purchased 
cemetery grounds at Wellwood Cemetery in 
Pinelawn, NY. The cost of an individual grave-
site is: 

Members: $400 each 
Parents of Members: $750 each 

Others: $1,500 each 
 

Payments can be made over a 3-month period. Contact the synagogue office 541-0740, Avrum Bloomstone 
or Allan Hausman for further details. 
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MICHAEL J. DAVIDSON, D.M.D 
Family Dentistry 
 

4770 Sunrise Highway 
Massapequa Park, NY 11762 
541-1831 
 

Congregation Member 

  FRED SIMANOFF 

    

  
  SIMON PASTON & SONS AGENCY, INC                                  

  381 SUNRISE HIGHWAY, LYNBROOK, NY 11563 

 

 Phone:  Fax:  E-mail: 
 516-593-2220 516-593-2605 fred@paston.com 
 718-481-9000 516-593-2616  
 212-319-7310 

              

   MARK ROSEN    
 

 

MARK’S  SPRINKLER  SERVICE  INC. 
SERVICE, INSTALLATIONS, WINTERIZING 

 
            37 Massapequa Ave. 
        Massapequa, N. Y. 11758         (516) 541-2182                

 
MASSAPEQUA ORAL & MAXILLOFACIAL ASSOCIATES, L.L.P. 

 
RICHARD BERG, D.D.S. 

KENNETH D. MORRIS, D.M.D. 
BARRY D. BASS, D.D.S. 

PETER SCHARFENBERGER, D.M.D. 
JAMES F. DOLIN, D.D.S. 

TRACEY J. ROSENBERG, D.D.S., M.D. 
DAVID JURMAN, D.D.S., M.D. 

#
4770 SUNRISE HIGHWAY 
SUITE 201 
MASSAPEQUA PARK, NY 11762 
(516) 798-4143 
(516) 798-4296 Fax 

1181 OLD COUNTRY ROAD 
SUITE 4 

PLAINVIEW, NY 11803 
(516) 822-7880 

(516) 822-5010 Fax 

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION 
 

Every one of us 
uses some of the 
hundreds of prod-
ucts  with  the  “Box  
Tops”  symbol  on  
them every day!  

Please support 
our Hebrew 
School by  

depositing the box tops label in the collection 
box in the front lobby.  
 

Our school will receive 10 cents for every 
box top collected.   
Go to www.boxtops4education.com for a  
complete list of participating products or 
visit our lobby display.  

The Identity Collection 
The Next Generation in Tallis Clasps 

 

Buy a beautiful tallis clasp for yourself or 
gift it and a portion of the proceeds will 

benefit CBE. 
 
Each piece, made of 100% sterling silver, is 
hand pierced and is available in a flat or shiny 
finish.  This is a great gift idea.   
 

The tallis clasps are offered to you at a special 
price. The synagogue receives a percentage of 
each piece sold. (Price is dependant on amount 
of letters needed). The tallis clasp is on display 
in the synagogue lobby.   
 

For orders and additional information, please 
contact Sid Margolis at 826-0474.  

http://www.boxtops4education.com/
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Please call the office @ 516-541-0740  

for further information 

OR 

E-mail your ad to: shofar@beth-el-massapequa.org 

 

 
 

 
 

There are a few teenagers available to babysit so 
that you can join in all the activities Beth-El has to 

offer.  
  

Congregants, please call the synagogue office at 
(516) 541-0740 for the names of these capable 

babysitters. 
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Gift Cards Available Year-Round 
Instead of paying cash or credit for your purchases at the stores you frequent, order gift cards from us and Beth
-El will receive a percentage of your purchase from the vendor.  

!

We have more than 85 participating  stores. Your favorite is on the list! 
 

Buy Beth-El gift cards for bar/bat mitzvah, birthday, graduation, engagement, wedding,  
anniversary, new baby, etc.  
Contact Helen Katz at 631.226.3493 or call the office for a list of stores and an order form or download them 
from the fundraising section of our Web site. 

www.beth-el-massapequa.org/fundraising/gift-cards 
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       Projects include 3 Gull wall preparation and painting, lower lobby coat room reclamation, 
upgrading our sound equipment, inspecting our fire alarms and emergency lighting, replacing the 
Rand Hall dance floor, and with funds provided by our Sisterhood, a freshly painted and spruced 
up  women’s  bathroom. 
       Thanks to the following individuals for taking initiative and/or showing up just about when-
ever they are called: 

   Linda Abrams and her artistic friend Nancy deKrechewo 
  Steven Abrams and Abe Kirschman 
  Artie Hecht, Barry Minowitz and Harvey Fleck 
  Jeff Smoller, Harold Lefkowitz and Mitch Blaine 
       And specials kudos to Helen Katz for getting two Baby Changing Tables donated for our 
lower lobby bathrooms.  
 BRAVO!  

!"#!$!%&'$()'*$*+!,(-&, $

 

Hustling for the House 
Jesse Cohen, House Chairman       

*,&"+!%. $ 6:00 p.m.  NEILAH 

Saturday, September 24 7:10 p.m. 9:00 p.m.  SHOFAR 

/%*!$!)*!)0)!$1223 $  *-44%. $  

Erev—Wednesday, September 28, 2011 6:30 p.m.  Erev—Wednesday, October 12, 2011 6:00 p.m. 

First Day—Thursday, September 29, 2011  9:00 a.m.  First day—Thursday, October 13, 2011 9:30 a.m. 

Tashlich—Thursday, September 29, 2011  5:30 p.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. 

Evening service 6:30 p.m.  Second Day—Friday, October 14, 2011 9:30 a.m. 

Second Day—Friday, September 30, 2011  9:00 a.m.  Evening service 8:00 p.m. 

Evening service  6:30 p.m.  *!,5"0"$).6,/,. $  

4%&$0"(/,$789:$5;9<=8> $  Erev—Wednesday, October 19, 2011 6:00 p.m. 

Friday, October 7, 2011  6:10 p.m.  Thursday, October 20, 2011 (YIZKOR is recited) 9:30 a.m. 

'%5$4"??-/   *"5+!).$.%/)! $  

Saturday, October 8, 2011 9:30 a.m. Erev—Thursday, October 20, 2011 6:00 p.m. 

YIZKOR  11:30 a.m. Friday, October 21, 2011 9:30 a.m. 

MINCHA 4:45 p.m. Evening Service 6:00 p.m. 
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