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RABBI'S MESSAGE

Be Part of the Community

Rabbi Stephen Listfield
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Someone wrote that "Charles de
Gaulle publicly advocated for Quebec
secession from the balcony of Mont-
real City Hall, causing a major diplo-
matic row."

Whatever de Gaulle did was many
years ago. But I'm here to say that I'm

spirituality over the received wisdom
of the tradition. One cannot help but
encourage the growth of each individ-
ual; that too is a Jewish value.

But even the most rugged Jew
needs community if he or she is to live
a Jewish life. "Life is with people," as
the phrase goes. We express ourselves

against the secession_of Quebec from in minyan, we study
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to remain part of
the province.

far as our
synagogue is con-
cerned, the Hebrew term bet knesset
literally means "a house of assembly."

Actually, I am generally not in favor
of secession. Hillel teaches us in Pirke
Avot 2:4, Al tifrosh min ha-tzibur --

"Do not sepatate yourself from the
community."  Hillel made a wvalid
point.

Beth-El has become a fairly busy
house of assembly. I am gratified at
the response to my classes on the
Prophets of Israel, which is our latest
new programmatic offering.

Keep on coming. Or, give it a try if
you haven't been coming. We have
services, Sisterhood, social programs,
adult education. Don't run the risk of
being de Gaulle's balcony. Be part of
your community! m

I don't have to tell you that we live
in a time when people like to be
autonomous. When it comes to reli-
gious affiliation people often prize
their own convenience over the deci-
sions of the group, and their own

TOWN HALL MEETINGS

As promised, your temple leadership is initiating a three-way process by
which all Beth El members can provide feedback concerning the future direc-
tion of Beth El. First, on the Rabbi Survey, we would like Beth El members to
give us an overall profile of the kind of rabbi you want as spiritual leader of Beth
El after Rabbi Listfield’s contract as interim Rabbi expires August 1, 2013.

Next, on the Direction of Beth El Survey, you will be asked a few general
questions concerning the direction of our synagogue. This second survey will
give our temple leaders a more complete picture of the kind of synagogue our
membership wants Beth El to become.

In addition, at a series of “Town Hall Meetings” (see dates below), you will
be able to contribute additional information not covered by these limited sur-
veys. By participating in these initial activities during 2011-2012, we hope our
entire Beth El membership can define the process by which we select a Rabbi
during the following year, 2012-2013. (continued on page 10)
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Shabbat and Minyan Calendar

Weeknight Ma’ariv
Sunday Morning Minyan

November 4-5
Candle Lighting

In & Around Shabbat
Saturday Morning

Jr. Congregation
Mincha/Ma’ariv
Shabbat Ends

November 11-12
Candle Lighting
Saturday Morning
Mincha/Ma’ariv
Shabbat Ends

November 18-19
Candle Lighting
Birthday/Anniv Shabbat
Saturday Morning

Jr. Congregation
Mincha/Ma’ariv
Shabbat Ends

November 25-26
Candle Lighting
Saturday Morning
Jr. Congregation
Mincha/Ma’ariv
Shabbat Ends

8:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.

5:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

12:30 p.m.

6:29 p.m.

4:23 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
12:30 p.m.
5:22 p.m.

4:17 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:30 p.m.
5:16 p.m.

4:12 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:30 p.m.
5:12 p.m..

Monthly Meetings
EXECUTIVE BOARD BOARD CONGREGATION
7:00 p.m. 8:00 p.m. 8:00 p.m.

Wed., Nov. 9, 2011
Wed., Dec. 14, 2011
Wed., Jan. 11, 2012
Wed., Feb. 8, 2012
Wed., Mat. 14, 2012
Wed., Apr. 11, 2012
Wed., May 9, 2012
Wed., June 13, 2012

Thurs., Nov. 17, 2011
Thurs., Dec. 15, 2011
Thuts., Jan. 19, 2012

Thurs., Feb. 16, 2012
Thurs., Mar. 15, 2012
Thurs., Apr. 26, 2012
Thur., May 17, 2012

Thuts., June 21, 2012

Thurs., Dec. 15, 2011

Thurs., Mar. 15, 2012
Thurs., Apr. 26, 2012

Thurs., June 21, 2012

Meetings take place following minyan at 8:00 p.m. unless otherwise noted. Dates are subject to
change.

Visit our Web site
www.beth-el-massapequa.org

Beth-El E-Mail Addresses

office@beth-el-massapequa.org

shofar@beth-el-massapequa.org
calendar@beth-el-massapequa.org

Send Us Your E-Mail Address

Does the office have your e-mail address for important
communications? Don’t miss out!

CONGREGATION BETH-EL

Rabbi................ Stephen Listfield
Presidium............ Neil Geschwind, Helen Katz, Dr. Steven Nachbar
Sistethood........... Linda Abrams, Edith Tishler
Shofar
Managing Editor.......... Vikki Finkelman
Editof...oooviiiiiiii Fran Boiko
SHOFAR DEADLINE: All articles are due by the
10th of the month.

Ifyou have any ideas, an interesting article or good news,
e-malil it to shofar@beth-el-massapequa.org

Submission of an article does not guarantee publication.
All submissions may be edited.

516.541.0740 » www.beth-el-massapequa.otg * office@beth-el-massapequa.org
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PRESIDENTS’ POST

Neil Geschwind
Helen Katz
Dr. Steven Nachbar

Why is the month following Tishrei often referred to as
Mar Cheshvan (sad Cheshvan)?
After all, it is the only month in the Jewish calendar with-

out a holiday. In Tishrei it seems, that every other day is a
Chag (holiday). It is a mistake to refer to Cheshvan as Mar.

What a wonderful world we would live in if everyone
carned and showed each other respect. To try to accomplish
this feat would be next to impossible. So, let’s scale down
this project to a manageable size. Let’s work together to
make Congregation Beth El a place where every member of
the community earns and shows each other respect. We can

It is not a sad time. Itis a time to fully
absorb all that has gone on, in our Jew-
ish lives, during the very busy past
month. We can use the month to truly
internalize the messages and lessons we
learned during the Days of Awe and

Torah.

What is the most important lesson
we take away from the holiday season?

Before respect is given, it needs to
be earned. We must each look
deep inside ourselves and work to
bring out that positive energy and
the Days of Joy of Sukkot and Simchat outlook that is present within us.
When we join together we can ac-
complish great things.

do it! It is past the time for personal
agendas and pet peeves. It is time to
pull together as a team. You well
know that there is no “I” in team. It
is time to let go of the past and forge a
future for Congregation Beth EL It
does not matter what side of an issue
you were on last year, last month or
ten years ago. What does matters is
how we will make Congregation Beth
El a viable, vibrant Jewish community

What lessons will help us build a strong Jewish community
and help us in our personal lives as well?

We can sit and debate this issue but we feel it is the lesson
of Derech Eretz. Literally translated it is the way of the road.
It is the words used for respect. Without respect what do we
have?

We learn in Pirkei Avot, the Ethics of Our Fathers, Ayn
derech eretz, ayn Torah (no respect = no Torah). A life with-
out Torah would be a life without guidance, spirituality and
meaning. What is respect?

The definition of Respect denotes both a positive feeling
of esteem for a person or other entity (such as a nation or a
religion), and also specific actions and conduct representative
of that esteem. Respect can be a specific feeling of regard for
the actual qualities of the one respected (e.g., "I have great
respect for her judgment"). It can also be conduct in accot-
dance with a specific ethic of respect. Rude conduct is usually
considered disrespectful, where as actions that honor some-
body or something indicates respect. Specific ethics of re-
spect are of fundamental importance to various cultures.

in Massapequa for ourselves and for the next generation of
Conservative Jews.

Too big a task, you say?

We say no. Take the first steps. Be part of the solution,
not the problem! Complete the sutveys you received in the
mail. Attend a Town Meeting and voice your opinion, with-
out fear that someone will put you down or chastise you for
your opinion. Raise your voice and let us hear what you have
to say and what you think. Take time out and say hi to some-
one at shul that you do not know. Greet people B’sayfer pa-
nim yafos, with a happy disposition (a great Mitzvah more of
us should try to follow).

Before respect is given, it needs to be earned. We must
cach look deep inside ourselves and work to bring out that
positive energy and outlook that is present within us. When
we join together we can accomplish great things.

We know that none of us is perfect, we are all human, but
we need to be considerate of those around us. Be friendly
and show respect. We pledge to do our best to earn your
respect and to show each member of our community the
proper respect that they deserve. m

GIFT CARDS

The Holidays are less than 60 days away. Please get your orders in by November 10. Remember Chanukah begins
December 20th, so start planning what gift cards you’re going to need.

We will be accepting Credit Cards. To help defer the service fee on the credit cards, | am asking everyone who uses
their credit card to make a donation of 2.5% on your total order. For example if you order $200 in gift cards, please
make a cash or check donation of $5.00.

The holiday order will be placed on November 15th, so please order as soon as possible. The holidays will be here be-
fore you know it, so PLEASE help CBE and place your gift card order today!
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WITH HEARTFELT THANKS$

We deeply appreciate and thank these members for their recent generosity.

PRAYER BOOK FUND

Marie & Jeff Hesekiel in memory of Michael Schwartz, in
memory of Edna Katz, and in honor of their granddaughter,
Jaycie Skye Wilhelm

Barbara & Leonard Ringel in memory of Edna Katz and in
memory of Sheldon Piekarski

Barbara & Stanley Prushik in memory of Milton Star, Morris
Prushik and Lillian Prushik

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

Sue Light in appreciation

Helene Chu in memory of Bernard Gordon

Lee & Irving Trelin in appreciation

Sidney Margolis in memory of Melanie Eisenberg

GENERAL FUND

Iris & Samuel Astrof in memory of Ethel & Harry Astrof &
Shirley & Alfred Mindlin and a speedy recovery for Jack
Russo, Barbara Cohen, Karen Yanowitz, Fran Liebow, &
Barbara Ringel

Stanley Freedman in appreciation

Donna Phillips, Gayle Benno and Keith Black in memory of
Susan and Sandy Black

Helene Chu to thank the Congregation for their support and
in memorty of Bernard Gordon

Resa & Arnold Hauptman in memory of Melanie Eisenberg,
and in honor of a speedy recovery for Barbara Cohen, Bar-
bara Ringel, & Martin Schwartz

Barbara Yanowitz and family to thank Rabbi Stephen List-
tield and the congregation for their good wishes for her
daughter, Karen

Robin & Ira Faber in honor of a speedy recovery for Barbara
Cohen

Rivanna Hyman in memory of Edna Katz

Fran & Mark Rosen in memory of Edna Katz

Barbara Yanowitz in honor of a speedy recovery for Barbara
Cohen and Barbara Ringel

Ellen & Bert Zipkin in memory of Mark Robert Zipkin and
Eileen Sharnak, and in honor of a speedy recovery for Bar-
bara Cohen and to thank Iris and Samuel Astrof for their
Sukkah Party

Roberta & Edward Goldfarb in memory of Edna Katz, and
in honor of a speedy recovery for Barbara Cohen and Bar-
bara Ringel

Lee and Irving Trelin in honor of a speedy recovery for
Karen Yanowitz

MICHAEL SCHWARTZ MEMORIAL FUND
Marilyn & Martin Schwartz

Resa & Arnold Hauptman

Robin & Ira Faber

Roberta & Fred Simanoff

Linda & Steven Abrams
Helen & George Greenfield
Iris & Samuel Astrof
Roberta & Murray Ackerman
Barbara & Harvey Wiener
Joan & Norman Hershkowitz
Marion & Avrum Bloomstone
Phyllis & Fred Cohen
Barbara & Leonard Ringel
Roberta & Edward Goldfarb
Rivanna Hyman

Fran & Mark Rosen

Gail & Daniel Halpern

Ellen & Bert Zipkin

ALIX RUBINGER KOSHER FOOD PANTRY
Stan & Rosemary Gensler

Rhoda & Nat Buchwald

Barry & Sharon Shorten

Edith & Amnon Tishler

Alan & Adtienne Hausman

Shirley & Max Hershkowitz

And many thanks to all who donated groceries.

A donation to CBE can be made by check or online at
www.beth-el-
massapequa.org/fundraising/synagogue-funds
Dedicate a Prayer Book: $36

Dedicate a Chumash: $100

Everyone at Congregation Beth-El

extends heartfelt condolences to the Schwartz
Family on the loss of their beloved husband,
father, grandfather, our dear member

Michael Schwartz

who’s passing has saddened us all.

“As this light burns pure
and clear, so may the thought
of his goodness shine in our
hearts and strengthen us, and
may we live out the eternal
values which keep his influ-
ence alive. The memory of
the righteous is as a blessing."

A
.
v
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PROGRAMS

Carol Hirst and Resa Hauptman, Co-Chairs

SISTERHOOD HAPPENINGS

Linda Abrams and Edie Tishler, Co-Presidents

CBE’s annual DINNER IN THE HUT was

very successful despite the fact that dinner was not
actually served in the hut due to rainy weather. The
turnout was excellent and everyone appeared to be
enjoying the companionship and the food!

Thank you to Iris Astrof and Harvey Fleck who,
along with the co-chairs Carol and Resa, worked very
hard to organize this event. Also, a special thank you
to those who helped set up and clear: Helen Katz,
Bob Hirst, Arnie Hauptman, and Ellen Zipkin.

The Program committee is anticipating many more
enjoyable events this year and could use a few extra
hands on the committee. If you are interested, please
call Carol or Resa.

Please join us for the movie “DEFIANCE” at the
synagogue on November 6, 2011 at 7:00pm sharp. m

SAVE THE DATE

Women’s Evening of Learning: Defiance
Featuring Mr. Zvi Bielsky

In 1941, three brothers hid thousands of people from the Nazis
in the woods of Belarus. Their story was told in the movie
“Detiance”. Mr. Bielsky will be speaking about his father and
uncles, what they did, and how the movie came about.

Date: Monday, December 5, 2011. Time: Doors open at 7:00pm;
program begins at 7:30pm sharp. Location: East Meadow Jewish Cen-
ter, 1400 Prospect Ave, East Meadow, NY. Cost: §12.

Prepaid reservations ate required by 11/18/11. Refreshments
to follow. Sponsored by the South Shore Sisterhoods. Please
call the synagogue office for more information and order form.

CBE’s GALA
NEW YEARS EVE PARTY

Please join us for our gala New Years Eve event
December 31st @ 8:30pm-12:30am.
Lots of great food and a DJ.
Cost is $55.00 per person for you

and your friends.

The role of the

women of Congrega-
l tion Beth-El has been
d to inspire a way of
life, following the
teachings of Judaism.

No one person can
do all of this alone.
As a community of
women, we provide
each other with the inspiration to dedicate ourselves to the
ideals of Mathilde Schechter who founded the Women’s
League for Conservative Judaism in 1918. Her goal “...to
serve the cause of Judaism by strengthening the bonds of
unity among Jewish women...” is our goal today. Please join
us in fulfilling this goal.

Our year kicked off with brunch in the sukkah on Octo-
ber 16th. We had a beautiful day and a lovely brunch fol-
lowed by a discussion of the many roles that we, as women,
play and the demands placed upon us. Everyone, including
two new members, Wendy Connelly and Gina Silverstein,
enjoyed our time together. Thanks to Roberta Ackerman for
her hard work. Job well donel!

Please join us on November 16th at our paid up member-
ship dinner. Forty six women have already become mem-
bers, it’s not too late to send in your dues now!

Sisterhood is holding a Holiday Boutique on Sunday, De-
cember 11 and we will again have a White Elephant ta-
ble. As always, we will need your help to make this fund-
raiser a success. Please contact Adrienne Hausman at 796-
3581 or Jackie Kirschman at 804-3931. We want to ac-
knowledge the great job done by Adrienne and Jackie on the
New Year's Journal which we all received before Rosh Ha-
shannah.

We are constantly reaching out to include more women.
If you know Jewish women who are not members of Con-
gregation Beth-El, please invite them to join us. We are an
open sisterthood. Together we make a difference. m

Sisterhood Paid-Up Dinner and Dessert

Wednesday, November 16, 2011
at 6:45 Sharp!

Dues of $30.00 must be paid and reser-
vations made by November 6, 2011

Please R.S.V.P to
Robin at 516-221-6931
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ADULT EDUCATION
Rabbi Stephen Listfield, Instructor

HUSTLING FOR THE HOUSE

Jesse Cohen, Chairman

MEET THE PROPHETS: BIBLICAL PROPHETS
AS SEEN IN THE HAFTAROT
Tuesday evenings, 8:15 - 9:15 p.m., immediately following
8:00 p.m. minyan

November 1: Hosea 2 ~ “You think you have marital
problems?”

November 8: I Kings 19 ~ “Elijah the passionate prophet”
November 15: Jeremiah (this is an additional session)

ARTICLES OF FAITH

Save the dates for the next mini--course, “Articles of
Faith” 5 sessions, Tuesday evenings, 8:15 p.m. to 9:15 p.m.
(after 8pm minyan): ~ November 29, December 6, and 13,
2011, January 9 and 16, 2012.

There are now more ways than ever to get information. In
addition to books and magazines, there is a plethora of inter-
net sites and blogs on every topic imaginable.

Rabbi Listfield has collected some of the most stimulating
and provocative articles that are being written about the con-
temporary Jewish scene. The rabbi calls his selection of brief
readings on God and Bible “Articles of Faith.” He will dis-
tribute the articles in advance, and we will discuss them over
the course of 5 Tuesday evenings. Everyone is welcome.
Refreshments will be served and there is no charge.

Call the synagogue office at (516) 797-5811 or email slist-
field@aol.com for further information or to receive the arti-
cles in advance.

#3 Gull was prepared
for our guest Hazzan's use
and our sanctuary was pre-
/ pared for our High Holiday

Services. A special thank
you goes out to our custo-
dian Robin for all the extra
work he does this time of
year.

It was great to see George M., Mark F., Jeff S.,
Eric M., and Ira and Robin F. at our annual High
Holiday chair set-up on Sept. 26. Thanks for pitch-
ing in!

On October 2, we erected the Sukkah frame and
walls. Barry M., Jeff S., Alan H., Arnie H., and Jesse
C. would like to thank CBE’s friend Schlomo M. for
helping with the project. m

Member Mazel Tov! 210 4™

Mazel Tov to Jessica Astrof
and Howard Sachs on their
engagement

Congratulations to Jessica
Astrof on being sworn in as an
attorney

This space is for your good news.
Share it with all of us! Send it to:
shofar@beth-el-massapequa.org

Remember the Alix Rubinger
Kosher Food Pantry

Many people in our area are struggling to make
ends meet

Please donate kosher dry and canned goods

Items particularly needed: tuna, vegetables, fruit, peanut
butter, rice, cereal, oil, sugar, flour, pasta

Cans should be small size (not industrial)

Drop off: Monday to Thursday between 9:00 a.m. &
2:30 p.m. Friday before noon or leave in lobby

OR MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO CON-
GREGATION BETH-EL

DESIGNATED FOR THE FOOD PANTRY

Donations can now be made online:
www.beth-el-massapequa.org/fundraising/synagogue-funds

CAN YOU HELP?

Occasionally, we need people to purchase food at Wald-
baum’s with Beth-El's gift certificates. Please call the of-
fice if you would like to be on the list of volunteers that
can be called
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Payrushay HaParashah
COMMENTS ON THE TORAH READING

nynon 'Y

PARASHAT LEKH LEKHA
November 5, 2011 — 8 Cheshvan 5772

With this parashah, the Torah shifts from the history of
the world to the experience of Israel. Abram and his wife
Sarai are now the focal characters of the biblical text. God
calls upon Abram to leave the land of his origin, promis-
ing him a life of blessing and greatness. Abram and Sarai
leave Haran for Canaan, where God appears again to the
patriarch, reaffirming their covenantal bond and promis-
ing him the Land as his own. Abram constructs an altar at
Beth El, “calling on the Name of God.” A famine in Ca-
naan impels Abram, Sarai, and Lot to travel
to Egypt. Sarai is taken into Pharaoh’s
household where, at Abram’s express in-
structions, she identifies herself not as his
wife but as his sister. Abram benefits mate-
rially from this deception, although God
afflicts Pharaoh and his household with
plagues. Dismayed, Pharaoh returns Sarai to
her husband, and the two them, along with
Lot, return to Beth El

A conflict develops between Lot and Abram. The two
kinsmen go their separate ways at Abram’s suggestion.
God renews his covenant with Abram, promising him the
land in perpetuity and a legacy of innumerable descen-
dants. Despite the eatlier falling out with Lot, Abram
takes an armed force of 318 troops to rescue his nephew,
who has been taken captive in a conflict pitting four kings
against five others. Upon his victory and Lot’s safe return,
Abram exchanges diplomatic pleasantries with Melchize-
dek, but refuses material consideration or any spoils of
war, both to preclude political indebtedness and to em-
phasize God’s providence in securing his success.

God’s repeated promises of blessing, land, and progeny
are followed by the dramatic “covenant between the
pieces.” Abram’s long-awaited son is born — Ishmael,
born to Hagar, Sarai’s servant and surrogate. The cove-
nant of circumcision is prescribed. God changes His cove-
nant partners’ names to Abraham and Sarah, signifying
their elevated stature and chosenness. When God assures
him of the birth of a second son, to be named Isaac and
to serve as heir to the covenant, the elderly Abraham
laughs at the idea. In response to Abraham’s paternal con-
cern - “Oh that Ishmael might live by Your favot!” - God
bestows a blessing on Abraham’s firstborn: “He shall be
the father of 12 chieftains, and I will make of him a great
nation.” Abraham and Ishmael are circumcised, signifying
their covenantal status and fealty, and so are all the men in
Abraham’s household.

LB

PARASHAT VAYERA
November 12, 2011—15 Cheshvan 5772

As Abraham sits in his tent, God appears to him in the
form of three angelic visitors, who are greeted with eager
hospitality. They tell him that Sarah will bear him a son,
Isaac, and Sarah laughs at the prospect of fertility. Subse-
quently, God tells Abraham about his intention to destroy
Sodom and Gomorrah, along with the morally corrupt
people who live there. Abraham unsuccessfully intercedes
with God, citing the injustice to any righteous citizens.
Not even 10 worthy people can be identified, however.
The corruption of Sodom seems confirmed
when the men of that city, with apparently
salacious motives, surround Lot’s house, de-
manding, to no avail, that he surrender his
two remaining angelic guests to them. Lot
and his family are spared, escaping the de-
struction of the cities, though Lot’s wife is
turned into a pillar of salt when despite
God’s instructions she turns back to look at
the desolation. Lot’s sons-in-law, refusing to
accompany him, die along with the rest of
Sodom. Secking refuge in a cave, Lot’s daughters make
their father drunk; the incestuous unions that resulted
produce Ammon and Moab, progenitors of Israel’s moz-
ally suspect historic foes. After immigrating to Gerar,
Sarah is taken by Abimelech and eventually returns to
Abraham, in a literary reprise of the previous parasha’s
wife-sister motif. Isaac is born as promised; he is circum-
cised and eventually weaned. At Sarah’s behest, Abraham
banishes Hagar and Ishmael. Mother and son survive their
wilderness exile, fortified by angelic guidance and a divine
promise that Ishmael, too, will found a nation. Abraham
makes a covenant with Ab melech. God tests Abraham,
commanding him to offer his beloved son, Isaac, as a sac-
rifice. Compliantly and all but silently taking his son to
Mount Moriah, Abraham places him atop an altar, but an
angel stays his hand as he raises the sacrificial knife. Abra-
ham’s reverence for God, and God’s covenantal promise
of blessing to Abraham, both are confirmed with renewed
vigor.

PARASHAT HAYE SARAH
November 19, 2011 — 22 Cheshvan 5772

Sarah dies at the age of 127, and Abraham mourns her.
He enters into protracted and formalized public negotia

(Continued on page 9)
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NOVEMBER YAHRZEITS

The following members will be observing yahrzeit for their loved ones this month.

Please help them ensure there is a minyan so their prayers can be said.

NOV. 1-2

Jack Weinstein
Nathan Buchwald
Arlene Zweibach
2-3

Roslyn Kroll
Jack Levinger
Beryl Newman
Ramona Lobl
34

Aimee Coffey
Harvey Fleck
Harriet Seidler
4-5

Aimee Coffey
6-7

Trude Weiss

7-8

Pauline Marcus
8-9

Marion Bloomstone

9-10

Minna Mukamal
Sylvia Jaffie
10-11

Ruth Weitman
11-12

Edward Goldfarb
Lenore Kirschenbaum
12-13

Neil Geschwind
13-14

Harold Lederman
Fran Liebow
Nina Jacobson
Ruth Weitman
Gail Halpern
14-15

Temmy Kocivar
Rita Greenberg
Ira Faber

15-16

Abraham Kirschman

Sam Lerner
Evelyn Fuchs
17-18

Joseph Weiss
Resa Hauptman
18-19

Harvey Reibel
David Sommers
Rachel Grabovsky
19-20

Audrey Raskin
Andrew Heidecker
Michael Davidson
20-21

Jack Miller
Lucille Spector
21-22

Marc Miller
Rhoda Buchwald
23-24

Paula Mindlin
Leonard Ringel

Iris Astrof
24-25

Rose Hochman
25-26

Marc Horowitz
26-27

Arthur Gordon
27-28

Maxine Golub
Joseph Weiss
Sylvia Jaffie
28-29

Mark Rosen
29-30

Alfred Gibson
Temmy Kocivar
30-Dec. 1

Fred Cohen
Maxine Golub
Harold Lederman

Marilyn Finger

misheberach

Refluah shelamah to George Greenfield, Roz Dunkel,

Grabovsky, Evelyn Star, Marilyn Finger, Fran Liebow, Arthur Zwei-
bach, Phyllis Newman, Barbara Cohen, Gayle Geschwind, Barbara
Ringel, Karen Yanowitz, Danielle Oliver, Iris Brynien, and Henrietta
Rand and all those who are ill. May they only know health and hap-
piness.

R fabainn Adonai vnaerafay, hosheaynu v'nevashayab key t'helataynu atabh. V" ha-ablay rfuabh shiay-
mab ['chol macotaynu.

Please let us know if you or a loved one is ill and would like it to go in the Shofar (full
English names only). You may also add the Hebrew name to the misheberach list recited
on Shabbat. Call the synagogue office at 516-541-0740 or e-mail office@beth-el-
massapequa.org.
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Payrushay HaParashah
COMMENTS ON THE TORAH READING

nynon 'Y

(continned from page 7)

tions with the children of Heth — the Hittites — to secure a
burial place for her, and he buys the cave of Machpelah
from Ephron at an apparently inflated price. Abraham
subsequently dispatches his servant to Aram Naharaim
(Mesopotamia) to find a suitable wife for Isaac, after he
names the servant swear that he will not select a Canaanite
woman.

The servant’s prayer for guidance and a divine sign in
identifying Isaac’s future wife is immediately answered
with the appearance of the beautiful and chaste Rebekah,
who approaches the well where the servant has stationed
himself. In keeping with his prayer, she draws from the
well, generously providing water to the servant and his 10
camels. Rebekah is identified as the granddaughter of Na-
hor, Abraham’s brother. The servant presents gifts to Re-
bekah and then to her family, to whom he tells the story
of what happened at the well.

Rebekah consents to marry Isaac and receives her fam-
ily’s blessing. Isaac and Rebekah meet. Rebekah covers
herself with a veil, in a gesture of modesty still reenacted
at traditional Jewish weddings (frequently accompanied by
the recitation of a verse from this parashah, Genesis
24:60).

Isaac takes his bride “into his mothet’s tent,” and the
bereaved son finds comfort in his marriage. Abraham
marries Keturah; that marriage produces six more chil-
dren. Upon Abraham’s death, Isaac and Ishmael together
bury their father in the Cave of Machpelah.

After Abraham’s death, God renews His blessing of
Isaac. Ishmael dies at the age of 137. The parashah con-
cludes by listing his many descendants, demonstrating the
fulfillment of God’s earlier blessing him as the progenitor
of a great nation and father of 12 chieftains.

PARASHAT TOLDOT
November 26, 2011 - 29 Heshvan 5771

Isaac prays on behalf of his wife, Rebekah, who is
childless. She conceives twins, whose rivalty begins in
utero. God tells the expectant matriarch that the sons she
is carrying are “two separate peoples, and the older will
serve the younger.” The firstborn, Esau, is born ruddy and
hairy; his twin brother, Jacob, emerges from the womb
with a firm grip on his brother’s heel. The names Esau
and Jacob are linked to the words for “hair” and “heel,”
respectively. Esau is favored by his father, while Jacob

enjoys a special bond with Rebekah.

Years later, Esau, now an accomplished hunter, returns
from a day’s work famished. His more sedentary and
mild-mannered brother Jacob sells him some stew in ex-
change for his birthright. A famine impels Isaac to move
to Gerar, where God appears to him and renews the cove-
nantal blessings first granted to Abraham. Repeating an
unseemly experience of Abraham’s, Isaac conceals his
wife’s identity, claiming she is his sister. Rebekah is taken
by Abimelech, who returns her to her husband once their
true relationship is revealed.

Isaac is greatly blessed. Abimelech urges the now pros-
perous Isaac to leave Gerar. Isaac reclaims wells dug by
Abraham and stopped up by Philistines. Continued con-
flict causes Isaac to leave for Beer-sheba, where God re-
news His blessing and Isaac makes a covenant with Abi-
melech. Esau marries two Hittite women, to his parents’
consternation. An aging Isaac, whose vision is failing, in-
structs Esau to bring him some meat in preparation for
the patriarch’s formal blessing of his firstborn. Rebekah,
however, contrives to secure the blessing for Jacob, in-
structing her beloved son to disguise himself in pelts and
Esau’s clothing, and to bring his father food that she pre-
pares.

The conspiracy succeeds. Jacob bestows his blessing
and status as patriarch and rightful heir to God’s covenant
on Jacob, whom he has ostensibly mistaken for Esau.
When Esau returns, expecting his fathet’s blessing, he
learns of the deception and is disconsolate. His father, at
first resistant, grants Esau a secondary blessing, which
reinforces Jacob’s superior if ill-gotten stature. Esau vows
revenge on his brother.

Rebekah conspires to protect her favorite son by send-
ing him to Paddan-Aram to find a wife, explaining to
Isaac her disgust at Hittite women, including Esau’s wives.
Isaac blesses Jacob again (calling into question the extent
of his anger at the deception eatlier perpetrated against
him), and dispatches his son in accordance with Rebekah’s
plan. The parashab concludes with Esau, always the well-
meaning and dutiful if at times pathetic son, attempting to
please his parents by marrying Ishmael’s daughter, Maha-
lath. His new wife is, of course, a granddaughter of Abra-
ham, but like Esau himself she is from outside the
“chosen” line. m

Page 9



Support Congregation Beth-El

Youth Education

Steven Dolinger and Howard Talsky

2012 ENTERTAINMENT BOOK Qetotinmat;

COUPON
. SAVINGS

The New Entertainment 2012 Books have
arrived and are now being sold at Congrega- {)@
tion Beth-El! QP

Quicig,
L For ey

— =

We are selling Entertainment Books to help .
raise funds for our shul. Please purchase your

books here and give them as gifts to your family and friends.
Books are only $30 each and have lots of savings.

Please stop by the synagogue office to purchase your book
or you may call in advance to reserve your copy. For more
information, please call the synagogue office at 516-541-
0740.

Thank you for supporting Congregation Beth-El.

BUILDING RESTORATION FUND

We have CBE Tzedakah boxes available in the office.
Monies collected from this will be used to help restore
our building. Our building needs a lot of work — new
windows (help to reduce our oil costs in the winter),
lobby, bathrooms, kitchen, just to name a few. Please

help.

If you have any question please call Helen Katz at 631-
226-3493

BLOOD DRIVE

Once again Congregation Beth El will Host a blood drive
on Tuesday, November 8, 2011 from 3:30-8:00 P.M. in
Rand Hall. Please support this very important function.

Assistance is needed in making telephone calls in advance
and "hosting" that day so that Linda can donate blood as
well. To volunteer to donate or help out please call Linda
Abrams at 516-796-2065. Save a life, do 2 mitzvah!

Condolences to Robert Katz
on the loss of his mother, Edna Katz

p

“As this light burns pure and clear, so may
the thought of his goodness shine in our
hearts and strengthen us, and may we live out
the eternal values which keep his influence
alive. The memory of the righteous is as a
blessing."

Upcoming Events:

November 8: Election Day— No Hebrew School
November 24: Thanksgiving Recess

December 4: First Hey Minyan at 9:00 a.m.
December 6: Board of Ed meets at 6:00 p.m.
December 18: Family Program at 10 a.m.
December 20: First Chanukah Candle
December 27— January 2: Winter Recess

TOWN HALL MEETINGS
(continned from page 1)

We thank you in advance for your review of these
two brief surveys and for your attendance at one or
more of the “Town Hall Meetings.” Please remember
to bring the surveys to the meetings.

Town Hall Meeting dates are noted below. Please
attend any meetings you wish. We ask that you please
RSVP for the date, or dates, you will attend so that the
appropriate amount of food may be ordered.

Thursday November 3 @ 4:30 PM—Pizz4, soda
and coffee will be served

Monday November 14 @ 7:30 PM—Cyjfee, tea and
cake will be served

Wednesday November 30 @ 7:30 PM—Coyfee, tea
and cake will be served

THANK YOU to our congregation for your sup-
port, well wishes, assistance, and donations to Con-
gregation Beth-El, during my recent surgery and re-
covery. I miss you and hope to be back to shul soon.

Barbara Cohen and Family

To Congregation Beth-El,

THANK YOU for providing my family with a
Shiva meal after my dad passed away. And thank you
to Rabbi Listfield for his condolence call to my fam-
ily. We appreciate his thoughtfulness.

Sincerely, Jane Newman & family
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iScOVE¥TLIES
Now Located af Temple Bethel
Toddler, Preschool and Pre-Kindergarten Classes

o AM./P.M. Preschool & Pre-K sessions available
Toddler parent/child and drop-off classes

Certified teachers with Masters degrees in Education
Smal |l class sizes/low student to teacher ratio

Early academics taught in a child centered enviranment

? ?

Literature-based curriculum
Affordable Prices

Call (516) 454-7939 for information and to register.
» 99 Jerusalem Avenue » Massapequa, NY 11758 .

NOW ENROLLING
@ 8 wwan 8 “Where Learning Begins” # oy @ @

TD Bank Fundraiser

Have you enrolled yet?
Have you told your neighbors about the program?

Affinity Membership Program

Open an account at TD Bank and they will make a contribution to Congregation Beth-El. TD Bank will
make an annual donati on based on the average bal

money market, CD and retirement accounts are all included in the program.

If you are already a TD Bank customer, give them a call and ask to have your balances included as part
of Beth-El " s Affinity Membership Program. 't only t
not have to be a congregant to participate. Tell you friends, neighbors and relatives!

Call 516-541-1116 to become a member of the program.
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% Sponsor Shabbat Lunch,
S hb Friday Night Oneg or
1ac ar Sunday Breakfast Minyan

kosher catering| deli]| take-out

Under Supervision of Rev Benyomim Mandel
Do you have an upcoming simcha? A

. birthday? An anniversary? Honoring a
SmOked FlSh PaCkage loved one? Commemorate the event by
Whitefish Fillet o $1I1 sponsoringakiddushoronegand

Sable 6 Nova Lolx share your joy with the Beth-El family.

. NEW!! Enjoy breakfast on Sunday
Egg Salad 6 Tuna mornings. Sponsors welcome.
Herring in Wine Sauce

Cream Cheese 0 Scall ¥ Get together with

friends and co-
sponsor an oneg
or kiddush.

Sliced Onions, Tomato and Cucumber

Assorted Bagels 0 C

$15.99 Per Person
516-809-7800

2225 Jerusalem Avenue, Merrick

Call the office for
details at:
541-0740

YOU MUST THINK OF THAT TIME NOW

We don't like to think of it, nor do we like to talk
of it, but every man and woman must consider
the inevitable: death and burial. To procrastinate
is to burden loved ones with concerns one can
take care of now. To put off the purchase of
graves for tomorrow is to add costs at the time
of burial. Congregation Beth-El has purchased
cemetery grounds at Wellwood Cemetery in
Pinelawn, NY. The cost of an individual grave-
site is:

Members: $400 each

Parents of Members: $750 each
Others: $1,500 each

Payments can be made over a 3-month period. Contact the synagogue office 541-0740, Avrum Bloomstone,
Allan Hausman, or Harvey Fleck for further details.
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MICHAEL J. DAVIDSON, D.M.D
Family Dentistry

4770 Sunrise Highway
Massapequa Park, NY 11762
541-1831

Congregation Member

/\"Q\ MARK ROSEN
7 ///E
MARKOS SPRI NKLER SERVI

SERVICE, INSTALLATIONS, WINTERIZING

37 Massapequa Ave.
Massapequa, N. Y. 11758 (516) 541-2182

MASSAPEQUA ORAL & MAXILLOFACIAL ASSOCIATES

RICHARD BERG, D.D.S.
KENNETH D. MORRIS, D.M.D.
BARRY D. BASS, D.D.S.
PETER SCHARFENBERGER, D.M.D.
JAMES F. DOLIN, D.D.S.
TRACEY J. ROSENBERG, D.D.S., M.D.
DAVID JURMAN, D.D.S., M.D.

4770 SUNRISE HIGHWAY 1181 OLD COUNTRY ROAP
SUITE 201 SUITE 4
MASSAPEQUA PARK, NY 11762 PLAINVIEW, NY 11803
(516) 798-4143 (516) 822-7880
(516) 798-4296 Fax (516) 8225010 Fax

L.LP.

FRED SIMANOFF

IS

SIMON PASTON & SONS AGENCY, INC

381 SUNRISE HIGHWAY, LYNBROOK, NY 11563

Phone: Fax: E-mail:
516-593-2220 516-593-2605 fred@paston.com
718-481-9000 516-593-2616

212-319-7310

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION

Every one of us
uses some of the
hundreds of prod-
ucts with the “Box
Tops” symbol on
them every day!

Please support
our Hebrew
School by
depositing the box tops label in the collection
box in the front lobby.

Our school will receive 10 cents for every
box top collected.

Go to www.boxtops4education.com for a
complete list of participating products or
visit our lobby display.

The Identity Collection
The Next Generation in Tallis Clasps

Buy a beautiful tallis clasp for yourself or
gift it and a portion of the proceeds will
benefit CBE.

Each piece, made of 100% sterling silver, is
hand pierced and is available in a flat or shiny
finish. This is a great gift idea.

The tallis clasps are offered to you at a special
price. The synagogue receives a percentage of
each piece sold. (Price is dependant on amount
of letters needed). The tallis clasp is on display
in the synagogue lobby.

For orders and additional information, please
contact Sid Margolis at 826-0474.
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http://www.boxtops4education.com/

Advertise your business in the
Shofar

Prices quoted are for a full year (10 issues)

FOR PRINT -READY COPY.

Business Card $136

1/4 Page $225
1/2 Page $336
Full Page $450

Monthly rates are also available.

Please call the office @ 516-541-0740
for further information
OR

E-mail your ad to: shofar@beth-el-massapequa.org

Need a Babysitter?

Teenagers who are available to babysit so that you
can join in all the activities Beth-El has to offer.

Congregants, please call the synagogue office at

(516) 541-0740 for the names of these capable baby-
sitters.

w
/«5

Showcase Yo

Bar/Bat Mitzvah

Inscribing your child's nameGoltien Book
the synagogue lobby is a wonderful way
Congregational family know of this speci
To honor your child in this meaningful
send $3 to Sisterhood at least ten day

to yousimcha
Call Rhoda Buchwald aiZ?B&4..

to |
Al 6

vay)

b P

I

c IFPIFAI-I CIHEEE/TgRAH FUND

Life brings us simchas and sometimes sorrow,
Jewish customs always look ahead to tomorrow.
Whether it's news of a birthday, anniversary
Ietotrhﬁmdle of joy, share the happiness with others
vent.

/\
Ior to wish a mazel tov or to brighten the day.
Just call Rivanna (631-921-2742) without delay!!

Cards are $3.50 each or 6 for $18.

welcoming a girl or a boy.

Torah cards are the perfect way

Gift Cards Available Year-Round

Instead of paying cash or credit for your purchases at the stores you frequent, order gift cards from us and Beth
-El will receive a percentage of your purchase from the vendor.

We have more than 85 participating stores. Your favorite is on the list!

Buy Beth-El gift cards for bar/bat mitzvah, birthday, graduation, engagement, wedding,

anniversary, new baby, etc.

Contact Helen Katz at 631.226.3493 or call the office for a list of stores and an order form or download them

from the fundraising section of our Web site.

www.beth-el-massapequa.org/fundraising/gift-cards
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/488 < RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Gutterman’s

FUNERAL DIRECTORS SINCE 1892 INC

The Largest Family Owned & Operated Jewish Funeral Homes
Serving Long Island, New York & Florida

Directors: *STEWART GUTTERMAN - PHILIP GUTTERMAN
STEVEN KANOWITZ - HOWARD C. KOTKIN
*ROBERT SHERMAN « *ELLIOTT H.WOLFE

Chapels In: ROCKVILLE CENTRE, L.I.: 175 N. Long Beach Rd. * 516-764-9400
WOODBURY, L.l.: 8000 Jericho Turnpike * 516-921-5757
QUEENS: 98-60 Queens Blvd. and 66th Ave. * 718-896-5252
BROOKLYN: 2576 Flatbush Ave. at Ave. U » 718-284-1500

In Florida: GUTTERMAN-WARHEIT MEMORIAL CHAPEL - 1-800-992-9262
SERVING MIAMI-DADE, BROWARD, PALM BEACH & MARTIN COUNTIES

Arrangements for Out-of-State Burials * Of Blessed Memory

MONUMENTS BY GUTTERMAN'S

www.guttermansinc.com




