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     Jerome Silberman is a 78-year old 
Jew, with one parent born in Russia and 
the other in the US.  Jerome's grandfa-
ther was Orthodox, and at one time was  
president of his shul.  Jerome, who 
changed his name to Gene Wilder when 
he began his acting 
career, says that he 
doesn't believe in 
God and that he has 

nothing to do with 
the Jewish religion. 

    Wilder grew up in 
Milwaukee.  His 
family joined a Con-
servative synagogue. 
Young Gene went 
away to school, but 
he was back home 
for the Jewish holi-
days.  He said, "I 
went to the service 
and I heard the ignorant rabbi giving his 
views on the Vietnam War, and I 
wanted to get up and start hollering at 
him.  That's the last time I went to a 
synagogue." 

    Wow!  A college student didn't like 
the political views of an "ignorant" 
rabbi, as expressed in one sermon, and 
so he decided that he would never go to 

a synagogue again.  (One has to wonder 
whom Mr. Wilder is punishing -- the 
rabbi, the Jewish people, or maybe him-
self.)  Does this sound to you like a 
good reason to abandon your house of 
religion forever? 

    I've seen Gene Wilder in a couple of 
movies and I find him to be quite funny. 
The Frisco Kid shows wonderful Jewish 
values, and I feel a frisson of disappoint-
ment to learn that the star of that movie 
has so little feeling for his own Jewish-
ness.  But that is neither here nor there.  
This is not a movie review. 

    The point that I wish to make is that 
it is terribly sad that someone leaves the 
synagogue because -- so he says -- he 
was offended by one particular sermon.  
My dear friends, Judaism is not about 
one sermon.  Judaism, in fact, is not 
about the totality of all the sermons in 
America.  Judaism is not about a rabbi in 

Milwaukee, even if you disagree with 
him. 

     Judaism is an intellectual and spiritual 
tradition that prizes the idea of thinking 
for oneself, and of arguing with God 
and with man.  You don't like a sermon, 

tell the rabbi.  Ex-
plain to him or her 
your point of view.  
Know that the Tal-
mud on every page 
says, e.g., Hillel said 
this while Shammai 
said that.  Rav 
Huna said this 
while Rav Chisda 
said that.  I invite 
the Jerry Silber-
mans of our faith 
to discuss their 
opinions with me 
because I am inter-

ested in what they have to say.  Our an-
cient sages said that we learn from our 
teachers but we learn most of all from 
our students.  Yes, the posing of ques-
tions and the willingness to honestly 
disagree are powerful aspects of our 
religion. 

     Judaism belongs to Gene Wilder.  I 
feel bad that he is so negative about it. 
Maybe he's not the type to go to syna-
gogue anyway.  Maybe the rabbi really 
did give an offensive sermon.  Maybe 
Wilder shouldn't have gone to shul in 
Milwaukee altogether but should have 
tried the more congenial air of Massape-
qua.   

     Judaism represents, as Norman Pod-
horetz said, a very great idea in the his-
tory of humanity.  Judaism belongs to 
Gene Wilder.  It's a shame that he gives 
it the proverbial back of his hand.  If 
you are a Jew, remember that Judaism 
belongs to you.  Question it, argue about 
it, fight with it if you wish.  But don't 
walk away from it.  It's too good for 
that, and so, I suggest, are you.   
 

RABBI’S MESSAGE 
The Notorious Power of a Sermon 

Rabbi Stephen Listfield 

If  you are a Jew, remem-
ber that Judaism belongs 

to you.  Question it, argue 
about it, fight with it if  

you wish.  But don't walk 
away from it.  It's too 

good for that, and so, I 

suggest, are you.   



Page 2 

 

Shabbat and Minyan Calendar 

Weeknight Ma’ariv  8:00 p.m. 

Sunday Morning Minyan  9:00 a.m. 
 

February 3-4 

Candle Lighting   4:56 p.m. 

In & Around Shabbat  7:00 p.m. 

Saturday Morning  9:30 a.m. 

Jr. Congregation   10:30 a.m. 

Mincha/Ma’ariv   12:30 p.m. 

Shabbat Ends    5:57 p.m. 
 

February 10-11 

Community Shabbat Weekend with 
Guest Cantor Carol Chesler 

Candle Lighting   5:04 p.m. 

Shabbat Dinner  6:30 p.m. 

Saturday Morning  9:30 a.m 

Mincha/Ma’ariv   12:30 p.m.  

Shabbat Ends   6:06 p.m. 
 

February 17-18 

Candle Lighting   5:13 p.m. 

Dalet Shabbat   8:00 p.m. 

Saturday Morning    9:30 a.m. 

Jr. Congregation   10:30 a.m. 

Mincha/Ma’ariv   12:30 p.m.  

Shabbat Ends   6:14 p.m. 
 

 

February 24-25 

Candle Lighting   5:21 p.m. 

Saturday Morning   9:30 a.m. 

Jr. Congregation   10:30 a.m. 

Mincha/Ma’ariv   12:30 p.m.  

Shabbat Ends   6:22 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CONGREGATION BETH-EL 
 

    Rabbi…………….Stephen Listfield 

    Presidium………...Neil Geschwind, Helen Katz, Dr. Steven Nachbar 

    Sisterhood………..Linda Abrams, Edith Tishler 

    Shofar 

 Managing Editor……...Vikki Finkelman 

 Editors……………… .Fran Boiko 

 Copyeditors…………...Barbara Ringel, Iris Astrof, Melody Nelson 
 

SHOFAR DEADLINE: All articles are due by the  

10th of the month.   

Articles will not be accepted after the 14th of the month! 

If you have any ideas, an interesting article or good news,  

e-mail it to shofar@beth-el-massapequa.org 

Submission of an article does not  guarantee publication.  

All submissions may be edited. 

 516.541.0740 • www.beth-el-massapequa.org • office@beth-el-massapequa.org 

Monthly Meetings 

EXECUTIVE BOARD            BOARD                          CONGREGATION 

7:00 p.m.          8:00 p.m.          8:00 p.m. 

Thurs., Feb. 9, 2012        Thurs., Feb. 16, 2012    

Thurs., Mar. 8, 2012        Thurs., Mar. 15, 2012           Thurs., Mar. 15, 2012 

Thurs., Apr. 12, 2012        Thurs., Apr. 26, 2012           Thurs., Apr. 26, 2012 

Thurs., May 10, 2012        Thur., May 17, 2012 

Thurs., June 14, 2012        Thurs., June 21, 2012           Thurs., June 21, 2012 

Meetings take place following minyan at 8:00 p.m. unless otherwise noted. Dates are subject to change. 

 

 Visit our Web site 

www.beth-el-massapequa.org  
 

Beth-El E-Mail Addresses 

office@beth-el-massapequa.org 

shofar@beth-el-massapequa.org 

calendar@beth-el-massapequa.org 

marketing@beth-el-massapequa.org 
  

Send Us Your E-Mail Address 

Does the office have your e-mail address for important  
communications? Donôt miss out! 
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PRESIDENTS’ POST       
 

Neil Geschwind 
Helen Katz 
Dr. Steven Nachbar 

Remember the Alix Rubinger Kosher Food Pantry 
 

Many people in our area are struggling to make ends meet 

Please donate kosher dry and canned goods 
 

Items particularly needed: tuna, vegetables, fruit, peanut butter, rice, cereal, oil, sugar, flour, pasta 

Cans should be small size (not industrial) 
 

Drop off: Monday to Thursday between 9:00 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. Friday before noon or leave in lobby 
 

OR MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO CONGREGATION BETH-EL  

DESIGNATED FOR THE FOOD PANTRY 

 

Donations can now be made online: www.beth-el-massapequa.org/fundraising/synagogue-funds 
 

CAN YOU HELP? Occasionally, we need people to purchase food at Waldbaumôs with Beth-Elôs gift certificates. Please call the 

office if you would like to be on the list of volunteers that can be called on to shop. 

     Happy New Year!  No, it is not January 1st or Rosh Ha-
shanah.  When we hear the phrase ―happy new year‖, those 
are the days that come to mind.  There are actually four 
―New Years‖ in the Jewish calendar.  First there is the one 
we think of as The Jewish New Year, Rosh Hashanah.  This 
is the ―new year‖ for counting the age of the world or the 
years.  Simchat Torah is the ―new year‖ for the Torah cycle.  
We end and immediately begin again the reading of the To-
rah on this day each year.  Nissan marks the third ―new 
year‖ as we mark the month of our freedom as a people to 
worship and follow G-d’s ways.  The fourth ―new year‖ is 
Tu B’Shevat, which falls on February 8th. Tu B’Shevat 
Hegeeah Chag La Ilanote, Tu b'Shevat is the ―new year‖ for 
trees.  While we in Massapequa are still firmly in the grips of 
winter, in Israel spring is in the air.  The almond trees are 
blooming and the land is waking up renewed for a new 
growing season. 

     With snow on the ground and low temperatures it is 
difficult to think about spring and renewal.  Yet, that is ex-
actly what we need to think about.  It is what we need to 
work towards and to plan for the future. 

     The time is now to think of the future of Congregation 
Beth El!  Each congregant received a survey asking for your 
input, for your ideas and visions for our shul as we move 
ahead.  Town hall meetings have been held and we want to 
thank everyone who took the time to respond to the survey 
and to attend a meeting.  Your feedback is essential and 
most welcome.  It is not too late to get involved and to take 
ownership in the renewal of our congregation.  It is up to 
each one of us to be part of the process.  As Rabbi Hillel 
taught, òEem ayn ani li me li?  Oochshe-ani lõatzmi mah aani?  
Võeem lo achshav, aymatay?ó  If I am not for me, who will be?  

If I am for myself alone, what am I? And if not now, when?  
We need to think about what we as individuals want and 
need in a shul, combine that with what will best serve the 
community and put a plan into action!  Now! 

     In the near future we will be contacting anyone who did 
not respond to the survey or was unable to attend a town 
hall meeting.  When you receive a phone call to discuss our 
congregation, please take a few minutes to voice your opin-
ion.  It is not up to ―the few‖ to determine the shape of our 
congregation for the years to come.  It is up to each of us.  
We are ready to listen, to learn and to then take action. 

     There are great things going on in our congregation right 
now:  Torah study on Shabbat morning, increased service 
attendance, a guest cantor visiting each month to enhance 
our services with some new styles and melodies, Friday eve-
nings with a variety of formats such as In and Around 
Shabbat, birthday and anniversary celebrations, theme 
nights and congregation dinners.  Adult education Tuesday 
evenings and a wide variety of programs from speakers to 
New Years Eve parties, something for everyone’s taste if 
you just come and give it a try.  We have an amazing group 
of volunteers and we want to thank each and every one of 
you who have enriched our community through your par-
ticipation.  Isn’t it time for you to become one of them?   
We will welcome you with open arms. 

     Please do not wait until it is time to cast a vote.  Come 
join in the process of renewing our shul. 

     Have a happy, healthy and safe winter and remember we 
are open seven days a week, fifty two weeks a year.  Come 
in from the cold and warm up among friends.  Congrega-
tion Beth El – where friends become family.   
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ADULT EDUCATION 
Rabbi Stephen Listfield, Instructor 

     Congregation Beth-El is offering a 2-session Adult  

Education Mini Course entitled  
 

òTWO FOR TUESDAY: THE ANSWERS TO 

(ALMOST) EVERYTHINGó 
 

     Rabbi Listfield will deliver two talks that are designed to 

answer any question you might ever ask.  
 

"Is There Life after Death?" on Tuesday, February 7 

 "Is There Life after Birth?" on Tuesday, February 14 
 

     The sessions will be held in the synagogue library from 

8:15 - 9:15 p.m., immediately following minyan. 

      

This mini-course is open to the 

public and free of charge. Tea and 

coffee will be served. 

SISTERHOOD HAPPENINGS 
Linda Abrams and Edie Tishler, Co-Presidents 

Did you notice our new, unique to us, 
LOGO?  Be proud of your association 
with a Sisterhood on the move!  All of 
us are members of Congregation Beth 
El and Sisterhood because we are 
proud to identify ourselves as Jews, 
wish to associate with our fellow Jews 

and maintain a Jewish presence in the Massapequa area.  
Joining is a good first step: the next one is participating.   
Sisterhood is interested in your opinions, wants and 
needs.  Let us know what you would like to participate in 
and we will make every effort to implement your sugges-
tions. 
  

January featured a very interesting book review of  "The 
Invisible Wall"  by Harry Bernstein. We had a lively dis-
cussion about the book and its relevance to us as Jews in 
a  basically Christian country. 
  

Our annual Tu B'Shevat Seder will be held on February 5 
at 10:30 a.m.  Don't miss it.  It is a great experience, edu-
cational and delicious, too! 
  

Upcoming Women’s League event:  March 28, 2012, 
Rockville Center--Women's Day of Learning. Additional 
info will be provided as it becomes available.   

 

 
HAZAK 
Jackie Kirschman, Chair 
 

Chinese Auction 

Saturday, February 11, 2012 8:00 p.m.  

Cost $10.00 per person 

Please bring a $5.00 wrapped gift for 
each person attending 

If you forget a gift, you may purchase one for $5.00 

Refreshments will be served 

Please RSVP to the synagogue office 

Please send check payable to 

Congregation Beth-El/Hazak 

99 Jerusalem Avenue,  

Massapequa, NY 11758 

(516) 541-0740 

 

SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE 
Iris Astrof, Chair 
 

The purpose of our Social Action Committee is to 
choose and implement projects that will involve and en-
gage the members of the Beth-El community in looking 
outward, to improve our world, locally and globally, by 
focusing on such areas as support and advocacy for Is-
rael, social justice, environmental issues, and various 
hands-on socially helpful activities in our Long Island 
community.   
 

Our current short-term goals are: 

§ Finding  worthwhile socially-conscious projects to 
invigorate our Congregation’s  sense of common 
purpose 

§ Increasing the public’s awareness and our Congrega-
tion’s participation in ensuring the success of our 
Kosher Food Pantry 

§ Encouraging and achieving significant Congregation 
attendance in support of Israel at the Salute to Israel 
Parade on June 3rd 

 

If you are interested in joining this committee, please 
contact Iris Astrof at 516-541-6559 or  irisas-
trof@aol.com. 
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     On Sunday, January 22, 2012 Congrega-
tion Beth El hosted a program on Ethnic Musi-
cals-Assimilation and Integration.  The pro-
gram explored the ethnic musicals created by 
various ethnic groups inserting themselves 
into the American music scene.  Speaker Marc 
Courtade presented an informative and enter-
taining look (and listen) at the various groupsô 
contributions to our culture.  A breakfast was 
served prior to the lecture.  

     Sponsors are needed for the upcoming 
Weekend-of-Learning. Please contact Resa 
Hauptman if you would like to be a sponsor.  

Upcoming Events: 

     A Night of Bartend-
ing will be offered on 
Saturday Evening, 
February 25, 2012 
from 7:30 ð10:30 
p.m.   The cost is $30 
per person. Space is 
limited. The evening will 
include assisting a bar-
tender behind the bar 
with making, shaking 
and pouring different 
drinks. Dairy hors dôoeuvres and dessert will 
be served to complete this fun and exciting 
evening.   

 

GET FIT EXERCISE CLASSES 
          
      

Senior Aerobic Dancercise : Designed for sen-

iors, includes movements for increased flexibil-

ity and improvement of the cardiac system, 

with lively music accompaniment. Tuesdays 

from 10:00 -11:00 am, March 6 - April 3, 2012.  

Zumba: Exhilarating, effective, easy -to -follow, 

Latin - inspired, calorie -burning dance fitness 

thatõs moving millions of people toward joy and 

health. Classes are from 8:30 ð9:30 pm on 

Thursday, March 1; Wednesday, March 7; 

Thursday, March 22 and 29; & Wednesday, 

April 4,2012.  

Cost - $50.00 per set of classes  

Each class is 5 weeks- no make-up classes. Pre-

payment is required. You may register for one 

or both classes. Maximum number of partici-

pants is 25 per class. Please complete form be-

low and return to Congregation Beth -El, 99 Je-

rusalem Avenue, Massapequa, NY 11758. 

Classes are open to the general public. Please 

wear sneakers & comfortable clothing. For 

more information call Linda Abrams @ 516 -

796 -2065.  

PROGRAMS 
Carol Hirst and Resa Hauptman, Co-Chairs 

MAKE A DONATION TO CBE 

Mail a Check or Donate Online 

www.beth-el-massapequa.org/fundraising/synagogue-
funds 

Any monetary amount is appreciated (except for 
prayer books). A Beth-El tribute card can be sent to 
the person you wish to pay tribute to. You may con-
tribute to these funds: 

Dedication of a prayer book:  $36 

A book plate with your dedicated inscription will be 
placed on the inside cover. 

Dedication of a chumash:  $100 

Alix Rubinger Kosher Food Pantry 

Michael Schwartz Memorial Fund 

General Fund 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Building Restoration Fund 

Gift cards are also available year-round and can be or-
dered by calling the office or downloading a form from 
the web site. 

Sponsor a Friday night oneg for $50 or a Saturday Kiddush for $75 
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Photos by Melody Nelson 

and Fran Russo  

New Year’s Eve Gala 
 December 31, 2011 

―A great big heartfelt thank you to my husband Sam, Jackie & Abe Kirschman, Linda & Steve Abrams, Harvey Fleck and our weekend custodian 
Gary for all their help with the New Years Eve party.  I could not have done it without you.  Thanks guys!!‖   Bobbi Edelson 

―Although we are long time members of Beth-El, this is the first New Year's Eve Party we have attended. We had a great time and were so im-
pressed by the work that was done by a small number of our congregants for the enjoyment of all of us.  The committee seemed to have anticipated 
everything that was needed to make this a gala evening.  Our thanks to Jackie and Abe Kirschman, Linda and Steve Abrams, Sam Edelson and espe-
cially to Bobbi Edelson!  To those who did not attend, if these wonderful  people decide to do it again, please come -- you'll enjoy it!‖   Ellen and 
Bert Zipkin 
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Sisterhood Simchas 
Rivanna Hyman, Chair 

Birthday & Anniversary  

Shabbat 

       Mazel tov to the following Sisterhood members who are 
celebrating Simchas in the month of February. 

     Members of Sisterhood, please let Rivanna know if you have 
an upcoming simcha that you would like to have mentioned in 
this column. If anyone would like to send a Torah card in honor 
of any of these occasions (or any others), please let Rivanna 
know. 

     Wishing you much mazel and many simchas in the coming 
year.   

Sisterhood Member Birthday Anniversary 

Marion Bloomstone February 8   

   

   

    

Wendy Connelly Belated wishes-
so sorry 

January 8 

   

   

    

 

Mazel Tov to Gary Klinger on his 
promotion to department head of the 
Allied Health Services Department at 
Nassau Community College.  

Mazel Tov to Megan Cohen on her ac-
ceptance into the Peace Corps. 

 

This space is for your good news.  
Share it with all of us! Send it to:  

shofar@beth-el-massapequa.org 

 

Member Mazel Tov!  

     Everyone loves to be recognized. 
Several years ago, 2 of our congre-
gants, Sid and Milt, started a lovely 
program that honors fellow congre-
gants on their birthday and anniver-
sary. Every other month, the Birth-
day & Anniversary Shabbat evening, 
along with a special oneg, has been 
a delight. Now, these wonderful con-
gregants are in desperate need of 
assistance. Please find it in your 
heart to step up so that we may con-
tinue to honor our fellow congre-
gants on their birthdays and anniver-
saries. Thank you. 

 

Are you ready for some Football?  
Superbowl 46 airs on Sunday, February 5, 2012. Why not 
come on down to Congregation Beth-El to watch the big 
game on our big screen TV? You don’t even have to watch 
the game; just come to schmooze with friends and relax! We 
will provide snacks and a deli dinner, plus wings and chili. 
BYOB. The cost is $16 per person. The kick-off is scheduled 
for 6:20 pm; Come on down around 5:15pm. Please RSVP 
ASAP (516) 541-
0740 or of-
f i c e @ b e t h - e l -
massapequa.org 
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Heartfelt Condolences to  

Edie Tishler 

on the loss of her beloved father 

Henry Smith 

 

 

Refluah shelamah to George Greenfield, Rachel 
Grabovsky, Evelyn Star, Marilyn Finger, Fran 
Liebow, Arthur Zweibach,  Phyllis Newman, 
Barbara Cohen, Gayle Geschwind, Barbara 
Ringel, Karen Yanowitz, Iris Brynien, Harold 
Newman and all those who are ill. May they 

only know health and happiness. 
 

Rõfahainu Adonai vnaerafay, hosheaynu võnevashayah key tõhe-
lataynu atah. Võha-ahlay rõfuah shlaymah lõchol macotaynu. 
 

Please let us know if you or a loved one is ill and would like it to go in 
the Shofar (full English names only). You may also add the Hebrew 
name to the misheberach list recited on Shabbat. Call the synagogue office 
at  516-541-0740  or e-mail office@beth-el-massapequa.org.  

misheberach  

1-2 

Marilyn Finger 

Roslyn Kroll 

Joseph Greenfield 

Sylvia Jaffie 

 

2-3 

Pauline Ehrlich 

Millicent Barasch 

Temmy Kocivar 

Trude Weiss 

 

3-4 

Nathan Buchwald 

 

5-6 

Minna Mukamal 

 

6-7 

Mitchell Blane 

 

8-9 

Ruth Margolis 

Michael Davidson 

9-10 

David Fischbein 

Jack Levinger 

 

11-12 

Michael Winnick 

Marla Jacobs 

 

12-13 

Pauline Marcus 

Irving Trelin 

Ruth Margolis 

 

13-14 

Fred Closter 

Jody Goklevent 

Minna Mukamal 

 

14-15 

Arline Gottlieb 

Evelyn Star 

Max Hershkowitz 

Jody Goklevent 

 

15-16 

Pauline Marcus 

 

16-17 

Donald & Steven Dunkel 

Martin Schwartz 

 

17-18 

Sylvia Levinger 

 

18-19 

Joanne Schwartz 

 

19-20 

Mark Rosen 

Beryl Newman 

Donald & Steven Dunkel 

 

20-21 

Irma Wind 

 

21-22 

Martin Schwartz 

 

23-24 

Sam Lerner 

 

25-26 

Evelyn Star 

Harriet Selden 

Nathan Buchwald 

George Greenfield 

 

26-27 

Evelyn Grossberg 

Phyllis Cohen 

 

27-28 

Ira Faber 

Marvin Heitner 

Jody Goklevent 

 

29-Mar. 1 

Shirley Hershkowitz 

Amnon Tishler 

Hope Closter 

 

FEBRUARY YAHRZEITS 
 

The following members will be observing yahrzeit  for their loved ones this month.  
Please help them ensure there is a minyan  so their prayers can be said. 

 

 

 

―As this light burns pure 
and clear, so may the 
thought of her goodness 
shine in our hearts and 
strengthen us, and may we 
live out the eternal values 
which keep her influence 
alive. The memory of the 
righteous is as a blessing."  
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Irene & Morris Hahn in appreciation for Misheberachs 

Carol & Robert Hirst in appreciation 

 

GENERAL FUND 

Barbara & Jesse Cohen in memory of Florence Hirst 

Resa & Arnold Hauptman in memory of Florence Hirst 

Resa & Arnold Hauptman in honor of their daughter, Tracy 
Plattner being named Teacher of the Year 

Iris & Samuel Astrof in honor of Gary Klinger on his pro-
motion to Department Head of Allied Science Dept. of 
Nassau County Community College and in honor of the 
engagement of Karen Belgrod and Gary Marshall 

Lenore Kirschenbaum in memory of Jay Nachbar, and in 
honor of a speedy recovery for Martin Schwartz 

Joanne Schwartz in memory of Roslyn Dunkel and Jay 
Nachbar 

Mary & Leon Schwartz in appreciation 

Florence & Louis Siegel 

Barbara Yanowitz & family in appreciation to Arnold 
Hauptman 

Carol & Robert Hirst in memory of Roslyn Dunkel, Jay 
Nachbar and Michael Schwartz and in honor of a speedy 
recovery for Barbara Cohen & Karen Yanowitz 

Steven Hyman in memory of Florence Hirst 

Phyllis & Fred Cohen in memory of Jay Nachbar, Roslyn 
Dunkel and Danielle Oliver 

Judith Gordon in memory of Jay Nachbar 

 

SPONSORS 

Barry Minowitz in honor of his children 

Evelyn & Theodore Grossberg in honor of their Anniver-
sary and to wish the congregation a Happy New Year 

Melody & Glen Nelson in honor of Melody’s Birthday 

Marie & Jeff Hesekiel in honor of Marie’s Birthday. 

Minna & Joe Mukamal in honor of Joe chanting the Hafta-
rah 

 

 

 

 

 

FOOD PANTRY 

Judith & Barry Wilansky 

Raye & Herb Newman 

Rebekah & Marc Miller 

Barbara & Robert Harari 

Solomon Schechter Day School 

Eve Eskin Foundation 

Rabbi Michael & Fran Katz 

Community Methodist Church 

Interfaith Clergy Council 

Joe & Minna Mukamal 

Sal & Bonita Iannuzzi 

Ronni Schweitzer 

East Meadow J.C. 

A.A.R.P. 

Iris & Sam Astrof 

Lenore Kirschenbaum                                         

 
A donation to CBE can be made by check or online at 
www.beth-el-massapequa.org/fundraising/synagogue-funds  

Dedicate a Prayer Book: $36  

Dedicate a Mahzor : $36 

Dedicate a Chumash: $100  

 

 

WITH HEARTFELT THANK$ 
We deeply appreciate and thank these members of our community for their recent generosity. 

The Hirst Family, Carol, Rob, Jonathan and Trevor wish to 
thank all of those who expressed their condolences on the 
loss of Florence Hirst, Rob’s mom.  We thank you for your 
kind words, your generous donations to the General Fund, 
Planting of Trees in Israel and your other kind thoughts and 
deeds in her honor.  Particularly, we wish to thank Rabbi 
Listfield for his thoughtfulness in our time of need.  His 
kind words, as he officiated, were most appreciated. 

To our Congregation Family, 

Thank you for the outpouring of love, affection and support in 
our time of sorrow.  You truly helped to make a most difficult 
time a little easier.  We will never forget all you have done. 

May you continue to go Mitzvah Goreret Mitzvah, go from one 
good deed to the next. 

The Nachbar Family 
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Payrushay HaParashah       
COMMENTS ON THE TORAH READING 

PARASHAT BõSHALAHñ SHABBAT SHIRAH 

February 4, 2012 ð 11 Shevat 5772 

     The former slaves leave Egypt, following a circuitous 
route to the Sea of Reeds. They carry the remains of Jo-
seph, fulfilling his wishes and linking the generation of the 
Exodus to its forbears. God’s providential and protective 
care is manifested by the pillars of cloud and fire that ac-
company the Israelite refugees by day and by night. In a 
final act of defiance, Pharaoh and an armed force pursue 
the Israelites, trapping them at the sea. Moses reassures 
his panicked followers. Moses splits the sea and the Israel-
ites cross to safety on a dry seabed. The Egyptian army 
pursues, but their chariots malfunction and the soldiers 
are drowned when the sea closes back on them. From the 
safety and freedom of the opposite shore, 
Moses and Miriam – she with timbrel in 
hand – lead the Israelites in the celebra-
tory ―Song at the Sea.‖ The special mel-
ody used in reading the Song recalls the 
Israelites’ musical celebration. The poetic 
section of the Biblical narrative gives the 
day its special designation: Shabbat 
Shirah. 

     Quickly the Israelites’ newfound freedom degenerates 
into a faithless longing for the simplicity and familiarity of 
Egyptian slavery. Only three days after their salvation at 
the sea, the Israelites complain of the lack of water. God 
guides Moses in miraculously rendering sweet the for-
merly bitter waters of Marah. A central biblical motif is 
introduced: the survival and well-being of the Israelites 
will depend upon their fealty to God’s commandments. 

     The Israelites find repast and repose at the oasis of 
Elim and subsequently are provided with quail for meat, 
and with manna, which provides both for their physical 
needs and for their spiritual education. The manna must 
not be collected on the Sabbath, and so the Israelites must 
trust that the life-sustaining substance will be provided in 
double portions on Friday. The people’s faith in confront-
ing adversity and privation wavers again at Massah and 
Meribah, and is at least temporarily restored when Moses 
produces water from a rock. 

     The Israelites are attacked by Amalek, whom they de-
feat in battle. Moses makes a written record of the victory 
and erects an altar in celebration. This nine-verse passage 
provides the Torah reading for Purim. 

 

 
 

PARASHAT YITRO 

February 11, 2012 ð 18 Shevat 5772 

     Jethro visits his son-in-law, Moses, in the wilderness, 
and expresses wonderment at all God’s blessings and pro-
tective care. He offers a sacrifice to the God of Israel and 
Aaron and the elders join him in a celebratory meal.  
 

     Moses has been acting as sole judge for almost all dis-
putes. Jethro advises him to create a system of judges to 
hear minor cases, which would both lighten Moses’s bur-
den of leadership and administration and simultaneously 
ease the judicial process for the Israelites. Moses, he sug-
gests, still should exercise personal authority over major 
cases and questions. Moses heeds his father-in-law’s 

counsel, and Jethro returns to Midian. 
 

     Moses and the people Israel arrive at 
Mount Sinai and begin preparations for 
God’s revelation. Israel is adjured to be 
faithful to the covenant, and thus to 

become God’s ―treasured possession‖ or 
―chosen people.‖ Israel is to conduct 
itself as ―a nation of priests and a holy 
people.‖ The people unanimously em-
brace and accept their covenantal status: 

―All that the Lord has spoken we will do!‖ After three 
days of anticipation and preparation, the Israelites gather 
at the foot of Mount Sinai. They witness ―thunder and 
lightning, and a dense cloud upon the mountain, and a 
very loud blast of the horn‖ that instill awe and fear in 
them as they are about to receive God’s law. The Israelites 
are warned to keep their distance, not to touch the moun-
tain itself. 
 

     The heart of parashat Yitro is the decalogue – the Ten 
Commandments – which, oddly, are not given any special 
name or official designation in this chapter. Later, in Exo-
dus 34:28 and Deuteronomy 4:13 and 10:4, they are re-
ferred to as aseret hadevarim – the Ten Pronouncements (or 
less accurately, Ten Words). The popular term ―Ten Com-
mandments‖ unfortunately implies they are the sum total 
of God’s commandments, a numerical and theological 
error. The decalogue is followed immediately by a series 
of further commandments: the prohibition against gods of 
silver and gold, and the prescription of an earthen altar, 
constructed without metal tools, and equipped with a 
ramp to prevent any immodesty that might result if the 
altar were to be reached by stairs. 

 

 
(Continued on page 11) 
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Payrushay HaParashah       
COMMENTS ON THE TORAH READING 

PARASHAT MISHPATIMñSHABBAT SHEKALIM 

MEVAREKHIM HAHODESH 

February 18, 2012 ð 25 Shevat 5772 

     Parashat Mishpatim offers valuable insight into the 
development of Jewish law. It is the source of 53 of the 
613 commandments, specifying 23 affirmative, prescrip-
tive mitzvot and 30 prohibitions. 
 

     More important to the evolution of Jewish law is the 
placement of Parashat Mishpatim immediately after the 
revelation at Sinai and the Ten Commandments. The 
decalogue’s general statements were insufficient for the 
regulation and sanctification of daily Israelite life. Parashat 
Mishpatim makes significant progress toward establishing 
a comprehensive and workable legal code for the newly 
founded ―nation of priests.‖ Many of the specific pre-
scriptions fall under the broader categories established by 
the decalogue. The laws that give parashat Mishpatim its 
name include how to treat Hebrew servants; the distinc-
tion between premeditated murder and other homicides; 
the treatment of parents; laws about kidnapping and about 
an injury inflicted on a pregnant woman that causes her to 
miscarry; the legal ramifications of personal injury and 
damages and of sexual morality; a stringent approach to 
witchcraft; the fundamental principle of our obligations to 
strangers, widows, and orphans; proper conduct in the 
matter of loans and securities; the prohibition against 
cursing or speaking ill of judges and political leaders; 
tithes; the sanctity of firstborn sons and animals; the pro-
hibition against eating carrion; laws concerning witnesses 
and the judiciary; a warning not to support the majority in 
a perversion of justice; the commandments to restore lost 
property and assist in unburdening an animal in distress; 
injunctions about the sabbatical year and Shabbat; a prohi-
bition against mentioning the names of foreign gods; ob-
servance of the pilgrimage festivals; regulations about the 
paschal offering and the first fruits; and the prohibition, 
given three times in the Torah, against boiling a kid in its 
mother’s milk. 
 

     God reassures Israel of His providential care and his 
designation of angelic protection. Israel is to receive 
God’s manifold blessings in exchange for fealty to the 
covenant. Israel will conquer the land it has been prom-
ised, and its boundaries are detailed. Israel is warned not 
to enter into covenants either with the indigenous peoples 
of Canaan or with the gods they worship. The Israelite 
people unanimously ratify the covenant with the famous 
affirmation Na’aseh v’nishma – ―All that the Lord has 
spoken we will faithfully do!‖ (or ―We will do and obey‖). 
The parashah concludes with Moses and the leaders of 
Israel seeing God beautifully and graphically manifested 
on a pure, sapphire-like surface. Moses alone communes 
with God for forty days and nights, receiving the tablets 
of the Ten Commandments. 

 

PARASHAT TERUMAH 

February 25, 2012 ð 2 Adar 5772 
 

     Parashat Terumah opens with a call for Israelites 
whose hearts so move them to contribute gifts for the 
construction and upkeep of the sanctuary. The sanctuary 
is described in detail, along with many of the accoutre-
ments and ritual objects used there. Among the items used 
in construction and decoration of the Tabernacle are a 
variety of exotic materials, such as dolphin skins and lapis 
lazuli, for example. Among the appurtenances of the sanc-
tuary described in our parashah are the ephod and breast-
plate used by the priest; the ark, together with its cover 
adorned with cherubim; and the sanctuary table. Gold 
bowls, ladles, and jugs were for use on the table, which is 
where the bread offering was placed. The seven-branch 
menorah that stood in the tabernacle now serves as the 
symbol and the official seal of the state of Israel. The 
brass altar and its implements also are described. 
 

     The construction of the tabernacle itself, which was 
based on the design revealed to Moses atop Mount Sinai, 
is described with attention to fine detail. Every loop, 
plank, peg, socket, and hook is specified. Curtains and 
screens separate the Holy of Holies from the surrounding 
sanctuary and courtyard.   

(Continued from page 10) 

Salute to Israel Parade 

June 3, 2012 
We will have a bus to take us to the Salute to Israel Parade in New York City on 
Sunday, June 3, 2012. The cost for the bus is $20 per person. Space is limited so 
please RSVP as soon as possible to Iris Astrof at 541-6559 or irisastrof@aol.com. 
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      The 15th day of the Hebrew 
month of Shevat, known as  Tu 
b'Shevat, is the New Year for 
Trees.  

     Why do trees celebrate their 
New Year so much later than 
ours? It has to do with the rainy 
season in Israel, which starts on 
the festival of Sukkot. It takes 

four months for the rains to saturate the soil, nurture the 
trees and coax them into producing fruit. This is important to 
know if you are planning to give your tithes (different chari-
ties and gifts) of fruits, as we did in Temple times, because 
the required tithes changed from year to year. 

   We humans can also celebrate along with the trees. After 
all, the Torah says, "Man is a tree of the field." We are nur-
tured by deep roots, as far back as Abraham and Sarah; we 
reach upwards to the heavens while standing firmly on the 
ground; and when we do all this right, we produce fruits that 
benefit the world—namely our good deeds. 

Traditional Observances: 

Eat some fruit on this day. Best if you can get some of those 
fruits for which Israel is famous: olives, dates, grapes, figs and 
pomegranates. 

The blessing on fruit: 

Baruch Atah A-donay, Elo-heinu Melech ha'Olam borei pri 
ha-etz. 

[Blessed are You, L-rd our GΆd, King of the universe, who 
creates the fruit of the tree.] 

If tasting a fruit for the first time in its season, recite the She-
hecheyanu blessing before saying the fruit blessing: 

Ba-ruch A-tah Ado-nai E-lo-he-nu Me-lech ha-olam she-
heche-ya-nu ve-ki-yi-ma-nu ve-higi-a-nu liz-man ha-zeh. 

[Blessed are You, L-rd our GΆd, King of the universe, who 
has granted us life, sustained us, and enabled us to reach this 
occasion. 

Some also have the custom to eat carobs on Tu B'Shevat. 

 

Tu B’Shevat 

Tu BôShevat Apple Cake, Sugarless 

Serves: 12 

1 cup raisins Ο 

1 cup dried fruit, diced Ο 

2 cups water Ο 

2 cups all-purpose flour Ο 

1 teaspoon baking soda Ο 

1/2 teaspoon salt Ο 

1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg Ο 

1-1/2 teaspoons ground cinnamon Ο 

2 eggs or egg substitute equivalent, beaten Ο 

1 cup unsweetened applesauce Ο 

2 tablespoons liquid sweetener Ο 

3/4 cup vegetable oil Ο 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract Ο 

1/2 cup nuts, chopped 

Combine raisins, fruit and water in a saucepan; cook, 
uncovered, until water is evaporated and fruit is soft. 
Set aside to cool. 

Meanwhile, in a large mixing bowl, combine eggs, 
applesauce, sweetener, oil and vanilla. Add nuts and 
reserved fruit mixture. Stir into dry ingredients and 
blend thoroughly. 

Pour into a greased 10" fluted tube pan. Bake at 
350°F for 35-40 minutes or until the cake tests done. 

Nutritional Info Per Serving: Per serving (prepared 
with egg substitute): 125 cals; 60mg sodium; 9mg 
chol; 15g 

 



Page 13 

 

 

Sponsor Shabbat Lunch, 

Friday Night Oneg or 

Sunday Breakfast Minyan 
 

Do you have an upcoming simcha ? A 

birthday? An anniversary? Honoring a 

loved one? Commemorate the event by 

sponsoring a kiddush or oneg and 

share your joy with the Beth-El family.  

Sponsors welcome.  

 

Get together with 
friends and co-
sponsor an oneg 

or kiddush. 

 
Call the office for  

details at:  
541-0740 

 

YOU MUST THINK OF THAT TIME NOW 

 

We donôt like to think of it, nor do we like to talk 
of it, but every man and woman must consider 
the inevitable: death and burial. To procrastinate 
is to burden loved ones with concerns one can 
take care of now. To put off the purchase of 
graves for tomorrow is to add costs at the time 
of burial. Congregation Beth-El has purchased 
cemetery grounds at Wellwood Cemetery in 
Pinelawn, NY. The cost of an individual grave-
site is: 

Members: $400 each 

Parents of Members: $750 each 

Others: $1,500 each 
 

Payments can be made over a 3-month period. Contact the synagogue office 541-0740, Avrum Bloomstone,  
Allan Hausman, or Harvey Fleck for further details. 

TD Bank Fundraiser 
Have you enrolled yet?  

 Have you told your neighbors about the 

program? 

Affinity Membership  

Program 

Open an account at TD Bank and they will make a 

contribution to Congregation Beth-El. TD Bank will 

make an annual donation based on the average 

balance in all membersõ accounts. Checking, sav-

ings, money market, CD and retirement accounts 

are all included in the program. 

If you are already a TD Bank customer, give them 

a call and ask to have your balances included as 

part of Beth-Elõs Affinity Membership Program.  It 

only takes one call and the synagogue benefits!  

You do not have to be a congregant to participate. 

Tell you friends, neighbors and relatives! 

Call 516-541-1116 to become a member of the 

program. 
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MICHAEL J. DAVIDSON, D.M.D  

Family Dentistry 
 

4770 Sunrise Highway 

Massapequa Park, NY 11762 

541-1831 
 

Congregation Member 

  FRED SIMANOFF  

    

  

  SIMON PASTON & SONS AGENCY, INC 
                                 

  381 SUNRISE HIGHWAY, LYNBROOK, NY 11563 

 

 Phone:  Fax:  E-mail: 

 516-593-2220 516-593-2605 fred@paston.com 

 718-481-9000 516-593-2616  

 212-319-7310 

              

   MARK ROSEN    

 

 

MARKôS SPRINKLER SERVICE INC. 

SERVICE, INSTALLATIONS, WINTERIZING 

 

            37 Massapequa Ave. 

        Massapequa, N. Y. 11758         (516) 541-2182                

 

MASSAPEQUA ORAL & MAXILLOFACIAL ASSOCIATES, L.L.P. 

 
RICHARD BERG, D.D.S. 

KENNETH D. MORRIS, D.M.D. 

BARRY D. BASS, D.D.S. 

PETER SCHARFENBERGER, D.M.D. 

JAMES F. DOLIN, D.D.S. 

TRACEY J. ROSENBERG, D.D.S., M.D. 

DAVID JURMAN, D.D.S., M.D. 

 

4770 SUNRISE HIGHWAY 

SUITE 201 

MASSAPEQUA PARK, NY 11762 

(516) 798-4143 

(516) 798-4296 Fax 

1181 OLD COUNTRY ROAD 

SUITE 4 

PLAINVIEW, NY 11803 

(516) 822-7880 

(516) 822-5010 Fax 

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION 
 

Every one of us 
uses some of the 
hundreds of prod-
ucts with the ñBox 
Topsò symbol on 
them every day!  

Please support 
our Hebrew 
School by  

depositing the box tops label in the collection 
box in the front lobby.  
 

Our school will receive 10 cents for every 

box top collected.   

Go to www.boxtops4education.com for a  
complete list of participating products or 

visit our lobby display.  

The Identity Collection 

The Next Generation in Tallis Clasps 
 

Buy a beautiful tallis clasp for yourself or 
gift it and a portion of the proceeds will 

benefit CBE . 
 

Each piece, made of 100% sterling silver, is 
hand pierced and is available in a flat or shiny 
finish.  This is a great gift idea.   
 

The tallis clasps are offered to you at a special 
price. The synagogue receives a percentage of 
each piece sold. (Price is dependant on amount 
of letters needed). The tallis clasp is on display 
in the synagogue lobby.   
 

For orders and additional information, please 
contact Sid Margolis at 826-0474.  

http://www.boxtops4education.com/
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Advertise your business in the 

Shofar  

Prices quoted are for a full year (10 issues)  

 FOR PRINT -READY COPY.  

 

Business Card $136 

1/4 Page  $225 

1/2 Page  $336 

Full Page  $450 
 

Monthly rates are also available.  

 

Please call the office @ 516-541-0740  

for further information 

OR 

E-mail your ad to: shofar@beth-el-massapequa.org 

 

 

 

 

Children of congregants are available to babysit 

so that you can join in all the activities Beth-El 

has to offer.  

Please call the synagogue office at  

(516) 541-0740 for the names of these capable 

babysitters. 

Need a Babysitter?  

Showcase Your childõs 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

Inscribing your child's name in the Golden Book in 

the synagogue lobby is a wonderful way to let the 

Congregational family know of this special event. 

To honor your child in this meaningful way,  

send $3 to Sisterhood at least ten days prior  

to your simcha.  

Call Rhoda Buchwald at 798-2581. 

TORAH CARDS/TORAH FUND 

Life brings us simchas and sometimes sorrow,  

 Jewish customs always look ahead to tomorrow. 

 Whether itôs news of a birthday, anniversary  

or bundle of joy, share the happiness with others 

 welcoming a girl or a boy. 

Torah cards are the perfect way 

to wish a mazel tov or to brighten the day. 

Just call Rivanna (631-921-2742) without delay!! 

Cards are $3.50 each or 6 for $18. 

Gift Cards Available Year-Round 

Instead of paying cash or credit for your purchases at the stores you frequent, order gift cards from us and  

Beth-El will receive a percentage of your purchase from the vendor.  
 

We have more than 85 participating  stores. Your favorite is on the list! 
 

Buy Beth-El gift cards for bar/bat mitzvah, birthday, graduation, engagement, wedding,  

anniversary, new baby, etc.  

Contact Helen Katz at 631.226.3493 or call the office for a list of stores and an order form or download them 

from the fundraising section of our Web site. 

www.beth-el-massapequa.org/fundraising/gift-cards 



 

Nonprofit Org. 
U.S Postage 

PAID 
Massapequa, N.Y. 

Permit #76 

CONGREGATION BETH-EL 
99 Jerusalem Avenue 
Massapequa, NY 11758-3397 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


